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IRAN: WORKERS MUST MAKE THE REVOLUTION. PERMANENT 


A pamphlet from the WORKERS POWER GROUP 
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INTRODUCTION 


The following articles appeared in the monthly newspaper WORKERS POWER, between 
October 1978 and June 1980. They represent an analysis of the unfolding Iranian revo- 
lution based on the Trotskyist understanding of this revolution as one which either the 
Tranian proletariat makes “permanent”, or it will succumb to a counter - revolution, the 
end result of which will be a tyranny as bad as the Shah’s. 


WORKERS POWER explained from the outset the contradictory nature of the Anti-Shah 
revolution. It was a genuine anti-imperialist revolt against the US’s prime agent in the 
Gulf region. His fall transformed this area into what Brezhinski calis “The arc of crisis”, 
The overthrow of the most heavily armed and effectively policed of semi-colonies gave an 
enormous encouragement to struggles against imperialism and its stooges throughout the 
world, 


The Anti-Shah revolution passed through several stages. The initial campus-based demon- 
strations led by intellectuals in 1977/78, and the brutal SAYVAK/army repression they pro- 


__voked, spurred the urban petty-bourgeoisie, the bazaar merchants and the mullahs to mob- 


ilise increasingly massive demonstrations. Yet it was the Iranian working class (especially 
the Oil Workers) who seized the ‘Pahlavi regime by the throat. It was the guerrilla fighters 
and left-wing activists (Fedaii, Mujaheddin, Tudeh) who led the mass insurrection that 


aborted Khomeini and Bazatgan’s deal with the Shah’s generals. 


WORKERS POWER argued that, whilst it was correct for the working class and revolution- 
ary Marxists to fight alongside the mullah-led forces against the Shah’s army, that Khom- 
eini, the clerical cast and its political hangers - on did not represent even a democratic 
leadership for the Iranian people. Whilst the masses had profound if ill-formed democratic 
expectations and illusions (greater national freedom, more land, freedom of organisation, 
assembly and speech), Khomeini’ and the clerics would move against these freedoms 
which the masses conquered for themselves, arms in hand. 


Events over the last 18 months have amply born out these warnings, Important and heroic 
as the struggles of the Iranian left-wing students have been, the working class remains the 
only force capable of halting the spiral, through economic chaos and religious barbarism, 
back to a new military coup - a new “Shah” in all but name. The working class will not 
and cannot merely act as a driving force for a bourgeois revolution, and here Trotsky’s 
prognosis, framed as early as 1905, has been confirmed time and time again in the last 75 
years. All the Stalinist/Maoist chopped logic about “national-democratic” or “peoples 
democratic” revolutions cannot but lead to the working class ceding power to, or actually 
supporting, its class enemies. No section of the bourgeoisie (“‘national”, “patriotic” etc) 
can or will establish or endure for long a democratic regime of any sort. Certainly the 
mullahs will not. The only “democratic” regime there will be in Iran (that is, a regime 
that will grant the oppressed peoples self-determination, women their liberation and peas- 
ants their land) will be workers democracy : a state based on the workers shoras and an 
armed workers militia. The working class will of course have to win to its side the great 
mass of the peasantry - it can only rule in Iran in alliance with the peasants. It must there- 
fore defend and carry out the peasants demands, and the demands of the oppressed nat- 
ionalities. But the central measures to solve Iran’s crisis are necessarily socialist ones, 
Nationalisation of all large scale enterprises, foreign and Iranian; the creation of a plan for 
the economy; a massive campaign of social construction to absorb Iran’s millions of 
unemployed, etc. 


Trotskyists do not ignore or underestimate the importance of the anti-Imperialist and 
democratic tasks facing Iran’s masses. They do deny that there is any other road to the 
fulfilment of these tasks than the class rule (dictatorship) of the proletariat, depending 
on the support of the peasantry and_other oppressed sections. All genuine Trotskyists 
(and the “Iranian Trotekyists” of the HKE, who disgrace Trotskyism by their Menshevik 
pro-regime position) must stand for the overthrow by the masses not merely of Bani - 
Sadr or any professional politician who might replace him, but of Khomeini and 
Beheshti’s “Islamic Republic’? itself. : : 


September 1980 
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Shah's rule | 


Reprinted from WORKERS POWER No.1 October 1978 


The massacre in Teheran on the In November of last year, while the - 
(8th. of September, which resulted __Shah was in Washington, police fired = 
‘in the death of hundreds,of unarmed ‘on students at Aryamehr University. 

_ demonstrators, has given a. temporary The demonstrations that. followed 
breathing space to the Shah. : gained the'support of the urban 

The corrupt despot’s regime rests masses in several cities. - The leader- 

ly on brutal forces of repression. ‘ship of this movement fell to the 

fic is armed, and backed to the hilt, Shiite Moslem religious leaders:' The 

by those bastions of ‘human rights’ more radical sections +have: asitheir 

Jimmy Carter, James Callaghan and goal the overthrow. of the:Shah_ and 

_ David Owen. > - as the re-introduction: of the 1906 con- 

“America is report stitution, That:constitution had certain 


4 

ed-to-be training ‘ STAR n 

' intervention, should liberal elements:while its clerical pro- 
100,00 Hoept for eG visions. would hold: serious implications 


their guarantor of:stability in the Gulf 

Jose ental of his: Gee fo The for the workers and other oppressed 
Iranian. army is stiffened: by: many: suninot Tranes bilise 4 oo 
thousands of American-advisers. The fe LOICes m0) 








they see the answer in a returfito a 
ipatriarehal Islamic utopia. 
__The Iranian working class holds the — 
key.to the only stable alternative to 
the Shah’s regime. One that can meet _ 
_ the: needs of the oppressed nationalities 
of.the Iranian Empire, the rural poor, 
the unemployed and women. Already 
major strikes:have erupted in the car 
and: textile industries. Over 7 million 
strong, the Iranian workers have the 
,social weight to take the lead in the 
struggle to overthrow the monarchy. 
The repression of the last 23 years 
has hit working class militants hard. __ 
ee As a result the Iranian: working class 
-demon-". ‘has only the most localised industrial . 























© = sreports‘of soldiers shooting themselves strations; strikes etc, have widely - leadership, Stalinism, Soviet or 
Als their officers; show how badly this differing class interests, The liberal Maoist forms, can on bE: a source 
stiffening is needed. - bourgeoisie wants a constitutional confusion and defeat. “0! 


monarchy, They want to preserve 
Iran’s alliance with Imperialism. Many 
of the small traders of the bazaars, the 
impoverished small landowners and the 
unemployed, identify theif: ills correctly 
‘with the Shah’s regime. But, under 

the influence of the religious; leaders, - 


Whilst in no way underestimating 
the struggle around ‘democratic 
demands’ only the perspective of. 
working class power can guide the 
Iranian revolutionaries.to the correct _ 
tactics and strategy in the coming ~ 


| ‘The deepening revolutionary upt | 
heaval in Iran has passed through sev- 
eral phases. A campaign against rep- 
ression was launched by dissident 
writers last spring. Meetings attracted . 
ever larger crowds, particularly of 

. students. oS > i 
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iran: werkers tip the scales 


Reprinted, from, WORKERS POWER No. January 1979 





__ The total cessation of oil 
__ exports from Iran js undeniable | 
testimony to the tremendous 

"weight Iran's workers have thrown 

‘Inte the scales in the struggle 

blood soaked Shah. The 

ank Workers, state 
jaWspaper workers, 

c car wotkers, are inexorably strang- 
ling the functioning of the Iranian 
economy.'Unprecedénted wage 
increases have been won (25% to 

* 100%) over the last 3 months which 
partly recoup the effects of 
inflation but the Strikes continue 
and aré now overtly political, 

veantring on ¢alls for democratic 
“Tights, the kicking out of foreign 
axploiters and the overthrow of — 
the Shah‘and his machinery of 
‘ massmurder, 
The Ayatollah Khomeini, a 
_ fildece anti-communist is forced by 
' the obvious centrality of the 
__ working class’s strerigth to over- 
_ throwing the Shah, to praise the 
| strikets and call on all oppositionists - 
to give them financlal and other 
"support. : : 
_ | The military regime despite. 

__ unexampled savagery has been 

nable to restore order in the 

" streets or break the workers. 























_imullah nomi 


resolve, The court camarilla, the 
generals-and police chiefs and their 
CIA advisers have only two choices, 
more repression’ taken to. genocidal : 
proportions or. concessions. ae 

The latter‘course, to have any 
chance of producing a stable — 
transitional government would 
necessitate the’Shah’s flight along 
with the most notorious generals, 
SAVAK chiefsetc, _ 

The crucial question facing the 
lranian.revolution is:the role-of 
tne.working class, Already its _ 

“social weight is proving the single 


"_. -most ‘decisive factor. But more 
’ than this Is needed if more than 


the figurehead, the trappings of 
Pahlavi: monarchy, are to be altered. - 


_ASAVAIC military dictatorship _ 
_ swathed in Islamic demagogy would 
_‘be-no step forward for lran’s _ 


oppressed masses. A coalition of 
es and bourgeois 
thed In anti-imper- 









mullah led forces it will be fatal 
forittosupporta Khomeini-style 
government. Therefore the ce 
objective strength of the working 
WShafi movement: 






“ussing of existing strike comm: © 
ittees into effective workers coun: . 

-cils. These must be organs not 

ss Strikes against the 

al s milltary successors, 
but of armed Insurrection. They 
must become orgals which can 
lead.the democratic and anti-.. 
Imperialist strugglés to their fulfll- 
ment in an Iranian Socialist revolut: 

_ jon. . 

To achieve this goal means the 
creation of an tranian Trotskyist. 
party capable of breaking the 
workers from the influence of the 

-mullahs, the Tudeh and the Maoist 
guerilla organisations. The stagist 
conceptions of the Stalinists yield 
the leadership of the masses to _ 
anti-proletarian ‘progressive forces’. 
The full democratic demands of 
the Iranian revolution can only be 
won under conscious proletarian 
leadership. They can only be safe: __ 

guarded by proletarian power. _ 


























"There isno 0 limit ‘to the hardiwate- } 
_ Lm perlalism will pigvide to.prop up ~ 
its bloody puppet state in Iran. 
__ The stoppage of oil supplies 
atens severe disruption to the 
ci slomies of Imperialism’s most’ 
. fai hful henchmen—Israel and 
So ith Africa—as well as to the 
_ ect nomies of the Imperialist 
he. rtlands. 
_That is why the Carter admini- 
str jtion’has committed its security 
_ap laratus and its fleet to the 
_ me ysacre of the Iranian worker 
am | peasants, 
Not to be outdone the British 
-- La squr Government—on the yery day 
th Shah's British tanks mangled = 
thy bogies of demonstrators on. 


: 












‘announced its committment to 
the butchery in Iran. 100 Shir | 
One Chieftan Tanks, worth over 
‘£500 million, will be delivered to 


Tran by the spring, Callaghan and 
Holy Owen have promised the 
fulfilment of £1 billion worth of © 


arms orders with no cancellation. 


British workers cannot remain ,. 


silent as the Imperialists step up 
the butchery of the Irani masses, 
If the British labour movement - 


murder in Iran then it too Will 


be complicit in the deaths of 
‘thousands of Irani workers and 


‘Peasants, 


hs A 2 Ee 


the rev ti 





Tt e prolongued revolu onary. 
sit :ation in Iran holds enormous 
po tential for destabilising Western 
im derialism economically and 
po tically. Carter and Owen, 
th ise sérmonisers off ‘human’ 
rig ats and christian values, know _ 
th tt thef@-are serious interests at 
sti ke in Iran. Serious enough for 
th m to stand shoulder to shoul- 
_ de’ with the Shahas he sheds 
om ars of blood to preserve the 
rhist savage tyranny on the - 
pl nef: For this reason the Shah’s 
4,100 strong army has 1,200 mili- 
at ry and 7,500.civilian-American 
‘a visors’. The notorious Savak, 
se_up in 1957 and reconstructed 
af er the 1963 upheavals, has bet- 
wien thirty and sixty thousand 
mn. It was ‘advised’ at all stages 
by the FBI and the CIA who have . 
5( top agents in Savak. 
This enormous apparatus of : 
+ re jression was built up by the US 
ar i Britain to-serve their eco- 
» nemic and strategic interests. 
Ir. n yields massive super-profits, 
O; ¢ British businessman is repor- 
te | as Saying that he ‘mikes 40% 
_ mre profit here than in- Britain’. 
A: the heart of these interests is 
44 poll industry, It supplies 13% 





‘of American and 1996. of UK | 
imports, Although formally . 


. Hationalised, the consortium — 
__ which controls it is 40% British _ 


and 40% UK in composition. 


_. These are the ‘British and Western 
+ interests’ that Dr David Owen 


telks about defending. 
. Even more important than the 


- .oil wealth and inyestments of Iran 


is its strategic position, Groomed 
by the United States and Britain 
to play the Fole of policeman of 
the Gulf aréa" ‘in the “indjrect’ or 


= ‘neo-colonial’ system Which re- 


placed the ditect British military 


. presence after 1968, the Shah’s 


forces have seen service against . 
the liberation forces in Oman, 
_ The overthrow of this regime 


__ holds incalculable consequences 


for imperialism—hence the flood 


"_ of telegrams of support for the 


Shah from the White House and 


Whitchall> 


Much of the Iranian Left refer 





4 


__ allows the transportation of arms _. 
", to the forces of repression and ae 











~ A campaign of solidarity with 
he workers and peasants of Iran 
nust be built in the British labour 


- movement. There is nadtime to 


vaitfor fine speeches and petitions. 
Action must be taken now to black 
ll arms supplies to the butchers 


“of Iran. This means fiphting for 


 tetion by munitions workers, by 


* ransport workers, by dockers and | | 


iirport workers to stop the flow. i 
of arms now, — 
In every town labour movement 
ommittees of solidarity must be 
-muilt—committed to action, to» 
‘lacking, to demonstrations to 
: orce the Labour Government to 


“ yreak with Imperialism and its 


on peer 


WORKERS POWER No, 3 January. 1979 


x, ites in Iran, 






aah ae er ohiay, 
aterenn ét preserving capitalism 


ata | 


__ nthe interests of imperialism and 


igainst the working. class, The 


: Shah’s regime rests upon imperial- 


, $m externally, and.internally upon 


” M artificially induced impasse in 


__ the class struggle, 


"The Shahhasgiven,ina 


leformed way, certain social con- 
sessions to the various clagses—_ 


_ and reform to the peasants, 


es 


nduStrial development to the 


. dourgeoisie. Political rights arid 


2xpressions were, however, totally 
forbidden. The massive apparatus 


_ of repression is a testimony to 


the lack of a solid social base for 
the Shah’s regime. It is this social 
oasis which real fascism possesses _ 
nthe enraged reactionary petit- 
pourgeoisie and lumpen prole-: _ ~ 
jarlat. Both these classes are, 
aowever, in the forefront of the 
>pposition movement. They 





figure amongst those most bitterly : 
_ apposed to-the present regime. 





S considerable growth of industry, :. 


retrochemicals, steel, car, truck _ 


ind bus production and assembly, 


 slectronics and machine tools. As 


i result the Iranian industrial 
sroletariat has grown in size Q. a 


_nillion in 1977). 


CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 




















































.  Swand 
peasantry. leaving them landless 
















"and artisans, it had in the} 





_ Yet despite ail this the Iranian 
economy: found itself in deep 


_ orisis by 1977. Partly this was the 


the world capitalist crisis, 
¢ accululation of contra- 


‘pa 
distin gendered in Iran’s mode 


_, of industrlaication. 





ye"—of Bonapartist f land 'te- 
st it weakerls the 






| (50%) or with tiny plots (30%). 
The reform was designed to streng- 
then those, peasants who already 
pwned Jane implements and 
draught animals, 

The net result, has’ been the 
creation of two ‘new’ classes in 
he countryside, capitalist land- 
nwers and landless labourers, 

er the result has not been 
id capitalisation and moder- 





:  nisation of agriculture, Land has 


_ been abandoned, villages deserted 
and, the result has been rocketing 
imports of foodstuffs plus a flogd- 
ing into the cities of the rural 


: _ anemployed, 


; Secondly, there has been a 
| tendency for the effects ofthe 


: “political: regime to syphon off an 


- increasing proportion of the oil 
revenug--arms and military spend- 
ing and‘corruption: The failure to 
develop a skilled tgbour force also 
places severe limits on Tran’ S 
development. 

‘he crisis.of 1977-8-took the 


"form of escalating inflation, food 


prices and rents in particular soar- 
ing. This affected the wiole urban 
Population, 







The bazaar was; 3, until the 1950s 
and Soe the centre of urban eco- 


Bee laity bulk of one 


anda half million shor cits : 


funded’ trade and been the éentre 
of much production and neatly. 
all exchange,’ 

The foreign banks, the indus-: 
trial production of consumer 
» goods, the large stores have all 
undermined and threaténed the 
tradiational way of life and cul. 
ture-of the baiaar, This traditio: 
culture is deeply Moslem. Its ideo- 
logists‘and leaders-dre the: ‘mullahs, 
its ciltural and political centre the 
inosque; 'Shiia Islam represents 4 a 
unifying’ ideology, one that in _ 
1963 and 1978 has spearheaded 
mass resistance to the Shah’s 








regime. 





has 

















ity, 
allegicnce to. the ou aad 
he Pro- 





= phet, Ali. Tts most sacted figure 


after the prophet is the Iman 


ii. Hossein murdered by. the tryan- 






moral y. the ‘days of mourning’ 
_ of ‘early December (Mokarram). 


It also has a pronounced millena-: 
rian aspect, Believers expect the 
‘return’ of the twelfth Imman 


order, Shiia is much: Jess attuned 

e state than Sunni Islam— 

ed it is headed by a powerful 
iidependent caste of mullahs 
000 of them) wit:. a hier- 
archy of Ayatollahs the lea der of 


"| whom Khomeini was elected in 


1962, 
“The reality of the. Religious 


: Opposition. leaders is at variance 


with the Carter/Owen picture of. - 
‘them as reactionary fanatics who ~ 
want to tak. In.:, back to the 
seventh century. Khomeini insists 
that’ | have always called strongly 
for economic and socicl develop- 
ment in my country’’ and expous2s 
whi ithe calls ‘the principles of 
democracy and fresdoin’, By this 
he appears to mean a republic 
based on iiniversal suffrege and. 
with freedom for political parties. 
*,.. the Marxist will be free to. 


" express themselves because we are. 


convinced that Islam contains the 


. answer to the peoples needs. Our 


faith is capable of standiag up 
against their ideology.” (Le "f 
Monde, Paris, May 6th 1978). 


Khomeini can sum up his aim thus . 


“As soon as the Shah goes we want 


the creation of an Islamic republic © 


based on the popular yote.” (Le ° 
Monde, November 8th, 1978). It 
is precisely the ‘Islamic’ nature of 
this state that holds the greatest 


‘dangers. 





‘Whilst Khomeini lias made it 
clear that he is not thinking of. a 






ina future! constitution ‘provisions 
which give the Shiia | heiterchy a 


miles in the 1906 Constitu- 
., The non-Persian nationalities, 
the non-Shiia religious minorities 


1 populist | Islamic 
: nationalist type. ‘fo draw. parallels 











= power; 











: with Pakistan ‘or Indonesia isa mis- 


take. Both, these: dictatorships 


were. established in the defeat of a 


populer upsurge: ‘where ‘the’ Work-. 
ing class were-unable to seize 





Aslamic ideology is Janus-Faced, 
it can justify anti-imperialism, © 


_ , resistance to.the foreign powers 
4, seeking to exploit or dismember. 


the states of the Middle East. It" 
can also justify black reaction—: 
‘the suppression of the working 
class and poor. peasantry, The 
inner connection is that like all 
religions it defends private pro- 
perty. As long as the possessing 
classes of the imperialised nation 
feel the major threat to their 
property.to lie with imperialism 


_ then they. can. play, a vigorous role 






5 : _dslamic 
ology will then haye a.‘progres- 
* populist colouration and 
orientation, When. the working 
class or small peasants become a 
serious threat not only to imperial- 








Sletatorstip oF Of even. fasoist reac- 
tion (as in Turkey), ” 

Khor eini’s pavement can 
therefcre not be defined by 


. adding up progressive democratic- 


points as against, reactionary 
points. The USFI and the Inter- 
national Spartacist Tendency both 
use this method but get different 
answers to the'sum.The:USFI 
gets the answer that Khomeini is 

a ‘progreesive force’, a democrat, 
The Spaiticists find that he ig'a - 
‘black reactionary’. One p ays into 
the hands of the mullahs, 
‘other into the hunds of f A 
and.Owen propaganda for the 
Shah, Neither is of use to Iranian 








a revolutionary sommiinists who. 


have, to. win the. masses 2 i ander 


: teligious leadérship or int luefice, 


to the perspective of proletarian 


_ revolution, ae 


For those who sce all evil’as: lying 
in the religious ideology Of the 
opposition the escular ‘Union of. 
‘National Front Forces’ led by 


-.’Kerim Sanjabi might seem to be 4 


democratic’ force of the sort 


Marxists could fight alongside of, 
-. This party of the large bazaar mer- 
‘chants, come industrialists and the 
ao professional middle class cloak 

’ itself in the boutgéoisi-nationalist 
mantle of Mossadeq, the prime 


minister overthrown _by the CIA” 


~ dv 1953. But it is the most com- 


promised and half- hearted force in 


"the opposition, It remains irreso- 


lute and torn between Ehomeinl 
and the Shah, Its leaders na: 
figure largely. on the ‘list of Ee 
names’ the Shah has been ponder- 


- ing over as candidates to a govern- 


ment of ‘national reconciliation’. 
Sanjabi is one of the ‘three polir 
ticians most frequently clossetted 


CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE: 
























BOUs oppo- 

htionists know their measure. The — 

_Ayatollal. of Abadan commented 
“Sanjabi ind Bazargan at heart 

want to 1 egotiate with the Shah. 

' These men are bourgeois, We only 
have con: idence in Khomeini for 
only _¢ roally-wants the Shah|to 

go,” (Le. Vonde, Noveinber 6th, 

“1978) 


+) The at pirations and mentality 


of the ire nian bourgeoisie is well 
expressec in the statement of a 
business nan to the Le Monde 
correspoiident, “But where is the 
intransigiince of the Ayotollah 
Khomeini going to lead? The Shah 
is on his cnees. The Ayatollah 
should take advantage of it to 
impose on him respect for, and 
consolid; tion of, the constitution 
we obtai:ied from Sharif Emani’s 
governmunt and which General 
Azhari’s :abinet is in the process 
of taking back.” It is obyious that 
the ‘dem ocratic rights’ these .Untl 
gentlemen desperately want are 
‘the posts of imperial ministers for 
themselvis. ' ; 
__ ‘Mowe yor as with the religious 
leaders it js not merely their class 
or cagte interest or personal inclin- 
ation wh ch has determined their 
actions. ' “he mass mobilisations 
have kep : Sanjabi out of office 
Just as they have radicalised the 
mullahs, 
___Tt the firstWave of thé Iranian; 
Tevolution was spearheaded by the 





__Antellecti als—writers and students 


and centied on the universities. [f 
the secor d wave, Starting with the 
demonsti ations and massacre in 
Qom on. lanuary 9th 1978, marked : 
the passage of the thovement to: 

the phas¢ of ‘religioys leadership’, 
then Oct ber and November of 

1978 showed the emergence of 

the Irani: n proletariat, as the key 
force cap sble of toppling the Shah. . 


The proletariat 
_ The l-anian proletariat hasa 
history ¢f militant trade union and 
socialist organisation, The firat 
unions it Iran were set up by 
workers ‘eturning from the Baku 
oilfields n Russia after the defeat 
of the 1£05 revolution, The young 
labour 1 ovement participated in 
the 1907-1909 revolution in Iran, - 
After thy wara communist. party 
was form ed and some of the trade 
unions a: filiated to the Red Inter- 
national of Labour Unions in 1921. 
The Pahlavi dictatorship crushed x 
all indep »ndent workers Organisa- 
tions in 1928, : : 
In 1944 an franian TUC was 
formed tnder communist influsac 
ence. By 1946 it had a member- 
ship of 40,000; Fifty thousand 
workers ‘elebrated May Day in 
Teheran n 1946, But the slavishly 
pto-Sovict politics of the Com- 
munist Party (Tudeh), which had 
25 000 niambers, ruined this 
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movement, They held back the 


strike wave while the Soviet © 
Union was hageling with the 
British and Americans over the 


» Kurdistan and Azerbaijan republics 


which had been set up inthe ~*~ 
North. Stalin traded these repub:. 
lies for oil and gas concessions in 
Tran, oe 

The Tudeh. was initially. hostile 
to Mossadeq (from the right, 
because his policies threatened to 


© “Upset the Soviet-Imperialist status 


quo), but it moved to a full 
popular frontist tailing of his bour- 
geois nationalism. It missed the « 
crucial opportunity of mounting 
resistance to the coup ot August: 
1953 and witnessed the immediate. 
smashing of the trade unionsand | 
in 1955 the uncovering of its. : 
illegal and military organisations, 
The Tudeh was almost compietely 
obliterated by Savak, 

Only in September of 1978 did 
a section of the party decide to 
reconstitute a ‘party of the 


_ interior’, According to Le Monde 
_ (December 6th 1978), ‘they admit 


that the reconstruction of the ap- 


" Paratys and the setting up of a - 
“serious organisation. will take 


several years.” Though this state: : 


| ment speaks volumes for Stalinist . « 


bureaucratism and inertia it'alzo 
bears witness to the decay into 
which Tudeh has fallen. An added- 
reason for such modest perspec- 
tives is that Moscow has by no. 
means given the go-ahead for full- 
blooded participation in the over- ° 
throw of the Shah. Brezhney’s 
non-agression pact with the Shah 
and his imperialist backers cripples 
the Tudeh as a party of the insur> 
gent proletariat, Eee 
Yet despite the bankruptcy 
and destruction of the historic 
leaders, the Iranian proletariat 
has started to play an ever more 
decisive role. The atrocity of the 
cinema fire in Abadan revealed 
the depths of savagery of the 
Shah’s regime to the oil workers 
and started their self-organisation, 
The strike movement in the © 
oilfields bears all the marks of 
the spontaneous revolutionising 
of the workers. On October 23rd - 
the 12,000 workers at the Oil : 
Refinery in Abadan came out on 
strike for economic demands. 
These were conceded in 3 days, 
After the return to work mass 
meetings ensued, students being 
Present at the discussion of poli- 
tical questions. On the 29th, mass 
meetings formulated political 
demands: : 
“Abolition of Martial law, 
freeing of political prisoners, 
the disbandment of SAVAK, | 
_ the departure of American : 
advisors, ‘a fight agains cor- 
ruption, the conviction of all 
those who have 
crimes against the p. 


The strike has ebbed and flowed 











since then with thousands of 
_ troops driving workers at gun 
point into the refineries. Those. 
inside have slowed production to 
a snail’s pace. BBC correspondents 


_ in late December Teport the forma- 
__ Hon of factory or plant com: 1! 


mittees, oon : : 
In Teheran the bank workers 
have not only struck but begun to 
exercise elements of inspection, _ 
They have revealed for example a 
list of 18@ named persons promi- 
nent in the regime who had trans- 


_ ferred 4.2 billion dollars out of 


Iran, The newspaper workers have 
fought bitter battles for the free- 
dom to report the events of the 


Autumn, 


Matinies- 


The working class is partici- 
pating wholeheartedly in the : 
struggle to bring down the Shah, | 
Indeed, it alone has the economic 
strength and social cohesion to do 
this. The mass strike wave has put: 
the noose around the Shah’s neck 


_ and is tightening it, Strike comm- 


ittees are springing up in the. 


_ struggle. They must, at the earliest 


opportunity, be generalised into 
city-wide workers’ councils. The 
morale of the army-is‘already 
weakened. In Tabriz on 18th Dec- 
ember, a unit-downed arms and 
joined demonstrators with their 
armoured cars. The formation, and 
arming of workers’ militia as army 
discipline breaks down is crucial, 
as is the creation of barrack comm- 
itees and soldiers’ councils, 


>, ranian, revolutionary comm- 


unists must develop the strategy 
and tactics which the working 
class must employ to. overthrow 
the Shah and smash the monstrous 
machinery of repression, This 
means marching alongside the ‘rel- 
igious opposition’. Its central and 
most deeply felt immediate dem:.: <> 
ands, the overthrow of the Pahlavi: 
dynasty, the smashing of SAVAK, 
the release of all political prison- 


__ @rs, free elections and freedom of 


political parties, the nationalisat- 
ion of British and American mono- 
polies are national-reyolutionary 


_ and bourgeois-democratic dem- 


ands that the proletariat must 
support. To this extent an anti- 


' imperialist united front is poss- 


ible, However, the religious lead- 
€rs are, and will prove themselves 
to be, uncertain and treacherous 
allies. Khomeini has declared him- 
self against any co-operation with 
communists. ‘even torbring down | 
the Shah.’ His stemocratic’ pro- 
gramme would enshrine a relig- 
ious obscurantism in a new con- 
stitution, Should the working = 
class appear to threaten Iranian; 
moslem, private property(includ+ 
ing the massive riches of the - 
mosques) but prove unable to : ' 


CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE — 
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‘draw the non-proletarian masses. 
behind it and seize power, then 
Khomeini or another religious: 
leader could yse the petty-bour- _ 
gsoisie and lumpenproletariat as z 
fas *t terror squads against the _ 
workers. Alternatively the =” 
Ulema could fy anew mil: 
itary dictato the moment, 
however, these masses, with all — 
their religious prejudices, have 
lemocyatic aspirations, that is 

hey believe that democratic 
tights, will alleviate their social 
needs, If Khomeini reconciled 
himself to an ‘Islamic’ military : 
dictatorship immediately the Shah 
fell, he would undoubtedly lose 
his mass following rapidly. 

It is illusions in the anti-imp-' 
erialist and democratic credent- 
jails of Khomeini and the mullahs 
that revolutionaries must chall- 
enge. To do this means partici- 
pation by Iranian Trotskyists in 
the struggles launched:by those 
leaders, under clear, independent 
slogans with full warnings about 
the teligious leaders. Demacratic 

\c normous import- 
Fre tly and fully posea _ 
| Win first the proletariat 
ther Oppressed’strata 
‘from the religious and 
_ boutgeois leadership, The working 
"class i, and canbe, the only con- 
‘ stent .democratic force, The 
emands. that they fight for must 
‘clude, freedom of speech, ass- 
mbly and the press, legality for 
_ tradé unions and political part- 
_ies and’the right to strike. The 
question of-Iran’s national min- 
orities must not be forgotten, 
the Shah’s empire:is.a, ‘prison- 
house of nationalities’, Only 
50% of Iran’s population speak 
Farsi (Persian) though another ' 
__ two related languages make up 


anotier 11%, The rest belong ta 
distinct national: ethnic groups, 
























0 self-deter- 

ind including sep- 
it be defended by the 
ariat. They must 
tional uprising of 
se'Irariian revolutionaries 
for the full democratic 
rights of women and their eman- 


= cipation from the age-old restrict- 
__ jons imposed by religion as well 


as the State. The right to own and 
dispose of property, entry to all © 
occupations, equal rights in the 
family, in sum full legal equality 
in all spheres. Women have been 
active participants in the move 
ment against the Shah. The relip- 
ious leaders have tried to limit 
them to propagating the idea of 


_ a full return to the veil and the \ 


full rigours of Islamic law, Women" 


_ Must be won to the side of the - 
. only class capable of gaining not 


only their equal rights but, via 
the destruction of capitalism, 
achieving their full social eman- 
cipation, 

‘A clear imelority of Tran’ '$ pop- 
lation is rural,’consisting of land- 
less or small-land ‘owning peas. 
ants, The proletariat must raise 
the slogan ‘the land to those who 
till it’, Part of the reason for the 
stability of 
and for the 
army as an 





strument of repress- 


* ion, is the quiescence of the peas- 
. antry. In early December, the 


Shah is reported to have anxious- 


'_ ly asked a visitor, ‘ But are the 
' peasants also against me ?’ (Le 


Monidé 6.12.78)’ ‘The workers 
must encourage peasant seizure 
of large estates belonging to the 
old aristocracy, the Imperial fam- 





__ ily, the court clique and the foreign 


foreign agricultural enterprises, 
Whéther an individual or a coll- 
ectiye form of land:ownership 


TROT 





1. The Spartaciste central slogan” 
“Down with the Shah, Down with 

_the Mullahs” is in our View seriously 
mistaken. Firstly the Shah is at the 
momant the central agelitof Anglo- 

_ American imperialism. The Mullahs 
on the other hand are leading mass 
Opposition to the Shah and his 
foreign advisors. To equate them 
outrages the anti-imperialist feelings: 
of the [ranian m; ~ The Spartacists 
throw together hopeless jumble 
every aspect of the mass movement 





= label it Pant onery, For oemve S 


Rights and wrongs 
© Spartacists — 


eprintéd. from WORKERS 2P No.3 January 1979 
"+ gifts €° Western civilisation, porn: ; 


ographic films, Juxury | hotels, toca- 
cola stores merely as signs of obsc- 
-urantism and backwardness. They, 

present the mass demonstrations as 


“suicidal advances on the Shah troops” 
and ta bout the “chilling spect- - 
clad in ceremonial 










mown down as 





<homeini has 
his practice to 


rds, Baluchis and — 


2 demonstrations 








prevails will depend on the tine | 
scale of the proletarian seizuie 
of power. 

There are numerous religious 
mirlorities in Iran, Sunni Moslems, _ 
Armenians, Jews, Bahais etc, A 
Shi'ite republic would be opp- 

- ressive to tnem as weil as to wom- 
en and the working class, There- 
fore, the demand for complete 

" secularisation, the separation of | 
Mosque and State is vital. The 
proletariat does not seek to tram- 
ple on the religious scruples of 
any grouping where these affect 


__only believers and do not violate _ 


“the aemocratic rights of others. 

All these democratic demands | 
culminate in the demand for a 
constituent assembly, elected by; 
full suffrage and with full powers, 
that is with no committee of 
ulemas to vet its actions, These ; 
demands, consistently and vig- __ 
ourously. fought for, would en- 


. able the vanguard of the prolet- 


}. arlgt to rally behind it the social 


forces to ensure that the revol: 
utionary process awhich has opened 
up in Iran, is not aborted in the 
forin of an Islamic military Bon- 
apartisn., or of an inherently un- 
Stable bourgeois democracy with” 


"enormous conesssions to Shivite . 
“!) -theocracf, The Iranian revolution, 


if it is to accomplish eyen its. anti- 
imperialist and'democratic tasks, 
must become proletarian, How- 

ever, the ‘revolutionin perman- 
once’ of Marx, Lenin and | 


“+ Trotsky is not an unconscious 


* or automatic process, It necess- 

itates a bolshevik vanguard party 
which has won the. ‘leadership of 

an armed working olass Organised 
-in Soviets, To this task Iranian 
"-Feyolutionaries must devote them- 
selves, British communists must 

render them gvery Possible ags- 
istance, 


: be abandoned. It is one thing to warn 


against the anti-working class nature of 
the Shi'ite leaders. {t is quite another 
to fall into using the samo phrases 

as the White House and,,Do\ 

Street apostles of civilisation ait 
present the religious leaders and 
their movement as reactionary 

bigots no better, or possible worse 
than, the Shah (after all the Shah 
dogs not want to return to the 
Sevent century, condemn women to 
tha veil ete}. 
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part 
ae | itdefocussas from the certral tasks 
_ of exposing the alibis of the Carter's 
_ and Owens and mobillsing the work- 
ing clacs to bleck arms and supplios- 
to thair direct aaonts in Iran. 

__ On-three recent demonstrations. 
_in‘solidarity with the struggle in 
tran the Spartecists have kaen excl: 
__ uded from ‘the march by the organ: _ 

1 isors. 
At the CARI demonstration of 
December 17th'in London the 


to force their way into the demon- 
stration and so harrass the Spartac- 


_ ists until thay left-the demonstration. 


This action | by the CARI organis- 


‘ers and the ING must be condemned. 
_ We hold no brief for the principle 
"slogans of the Spartacists, But the | 


CARI/UMG action (supported by 
‘tha SWP) establishes a precedent of 
allowing the police to intervene in . 
labour. movement and solidarity - 


. demonstrations-and actions. It means 


nnn nnn 


Key task to bresk the —_ 
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courageous. lreniana tha truth 

lat the military bonapartist : 

ny ae een it) sat haa. 
id pathetic ‘bonanarte’. 





| eee see _ 


__dmpasse betweonthefebid react. 








" streets, the bazaer marchanty, 
_ the students and the striking 
workers, who have maca Iran 
‘ungovernable’. Bakhtiar may’. = 


well be, as the American Magazine | 
Newsweek’ puts it ca conocer : 


__ a Swedish style Social Denocrat’ 

but he is tied, not to a mass : 

reformist workers grgenization — 

in a stale metrovolitercapital- 

isra. but to tha Iranian High 

serntey gee wer venseeend OF A 

revolution, The Paris dzily ‘Le 

‘Monde’ is nearor the mark when 

_ it points out that Balhiar is a 

_ great admirer of Ganeral de Gaulle, | 

_ and reqerds Kimacif as & ‘man of 

i | decision’, Clearly be would like 
to pley the role of a ‘damocratic’ 
‘Buneparte. 









: ‘Phoslogans of tha domonstrat- 
___ars however ga to the heart of the 
s _ matter ‘Bakhtiar—lackey without 
_ power’, Bathtiar is in the tast 
instance a pawn of the generals. 
_ He issues orders for the toliders 
to guard Teheran airport and_ 
_ they cloza it, He lesuos orders 


_for ‘no shooting’ and 30 are gurined 


_ down as the Imperial Guard runs 
amok. The Generals would like 
A 






They woud i in such en 
eo donct happily nid 


jonarias of the ates mmand and 
_ the mazz move! ‘on ‘the: : 


‘the Shah and hisuncety American. 

{ mastots urge ceution. They fear 
that in any atiain<ed solution 
tho military machina might 
disintegrate. Sevorthelass ‘they 
will let them off the leash if 
Bakhtiar feils to blunt the masses’ 
offansive. Bakhtiar’s role is to 
pecify. the generis en the one 
hand end come to an understand- 
ing with the rciigious foadors on 
the other—honcea his attempted 
flight to Paris to talk to Khomaini. 

Khomeini, 2s leader of the 
- Opposition is subject to 


" qnassive pressure from the varied 


orcas making up the anti-Shah 
_coalition, Over the past month — 
his refuge in Paris has been the 
_ seone of 1 many ceputations urging - 
compromise. The National Front 
gjont Danus Farouhar to Paris in 


“nid January. At the same time. 


homaini received a five man S 
delegation from the Teheran i 
hambar of Commerce and : 
: Industry which complained of . 
the industrial and commercial 
ruig facing them if the strike 


antiga Khomeini never-the- 


less retused all compromice 
’ bafore his return to Teheran, 
_ though the:. was vacillation 


> amongst his advisors over 


Bakhtiar's projected visit. Khomei- 
“ni has throughout the struggle - 
called ‘on the army to desert the 
"regime. Initially 





* ‘has this fortress Yai 
entally intact despite all the 
massacres? 

The lranian army is massive—_ 


- command pursues the policy of 
. keeping the army constar 
~ the move by means of 


_ the establishment of bans and pros- 
criptions in the labour movement— 


a tactic most naturally the property 


-of the Stalinists and labour bureau- 
, Crate. 
Workers Power-alona with the iL 
"and the WSL—declared in advance our 


apposition to the ban on the Spart- 
acists, Wa will cantinue to.do so on 
all future demonstrations. In any 
united front slogans may be raised _ 
which other sections of the United 


_ Front find objectionable or even 


reactionary. Differences within the 
labour movement must be settied by 
argument, not by the use of goon 
squads or the capitalist police. 


x 


the mobilisation of all the 

al classes and strata in 
tran, though directed against tha 
Shah and mystified in religious 
ideology presents an enormous 
threat to private property whether 
sacred or profane. For the masses 
most iminediate vital needs will 
not ba mot by aregime however 
‘Islamic’, which is based on its 
pres vation, On the other 

hand it is in the direct interest . 

, of the masses that the discipline: 

_ and cohesion of the army disint- 
agrates completely from the raps ; 
upwards. Not one stone of the 
fortress-of fepression | must beteft. 








thousand men, The military _ 






ss 
“helicopter fleets. Soldiers are 


* thus protected from ‘contamin- 


ation’ by being stationed for long — 


- among civilians. In addition Turk- 


ish-speaking soldiers fram 


_ Azerbayan will be used for 


repression in Teharan—Shirazi.. | 
soldiersin Mashadetc. In add- 
ition there ara qlite sections— 
highly privil ‘and indoctrin- 
ated like the 10,000strong _ 
Imparial Guard whose Haridan: 


__ Brigade was paraded for 


journalists at the Lairzan Barracig 
in late January. But-even this ~ 
hardened corps is not immune to | 
the effects of what they are 

doing, In December threa 


_eniisted:men buistinto the __ 
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: a Reg ue. its styengin 
-—-betwes.. thres ind four hundred — 
_ thousand repres: nts 3% of the 
employed popul: tion. Tha averes3 
- soldier ts pald coiciderably more 
_ Shan the masses of urkan ind 
rural ppor, though less thana 
skilled worker. As far as possibla 
_they are isolated from socicty, 
‘serving hundreds of niffes from, - 
helt area of recruitment. They 
ave themselves riddled with agants 
and informers of Mititary intell- 
igence. The disaffection of the 
> troops used to:slaugnter damonstr- 
ators has roachad faver pitch at 
yarious points, Units have joined 
. damonstretors or refused to fire 
_ but the prevalence of incidents 
_ where'soldiers have shot themselves 
_) or the events at the Lavizan Barracks 
. ov outside Teheran in December where . 
hree enlisted'man burstinto the 
fficers’, mess and sprayed its 
inmates with machine gun fire, 
naicate the still isolated nature 
these outbursts. Army morale 
uncertain but not broken. ~ ; 
The Officer Corps is an elite y 
_ ;avien ‘more divorced from society. — 
: > tome. military schools take pupils 
: years of age. Therehasbean 
ii le contact ketweon the Officer _ 
Corpsary ane raeetion either i 
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_ The Ayatollah Ruaholtah 
Khomeini has said that he regards 
the mass demonstrations in 
December and January as a 
referendum in his favour and as - 

a mandate to name the members 
ofa costniona! council made 
f ‘Moslem believers’, a new= 
femier and a provisional govern- 
ment, This government would prepare 
_ elections, Khomeini, in an interview 
with a Beirut newspaper, has indicated 
nt that he does not accept the idea of 
‘gone party system (Economist _ 
17979). Further he prociains 
“that “en Islamic government is not 
backward looking. We approve of 
civilisation but not that which 
goes against the interests. and dignity 
__ of our people.” Does this make 
Khomeini a democrat? Far from it. 
The Shia hierarchy, of whom 
_ he is the oe have as thelr 
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es Oveis , ex-adininistretor of 

jaw in Teheran and General 
| Rhosrodad, chief ofthe ‘air, cavalry’ 
have been removed or posted to 
- distant garrisons, the outlook of 
the High Command is we!l summed 
up by a spokesman for the pro- 

<.. Shah politicos, “At the moment 


“tho commanders don’t know whether’ 


_ to. chop (Khomeini) up for dog moat 
oF to use him for target practice.” © 
+ (Guardian 22.1,1979). 
- Most of the Generals and the .- 
Omer Corps know that they” 
hava littie to expect except popular 
_ Vengeance once the weapons of 
repression silp from their grasp, 
They have no perspactive expect 


"to attempt to drownthe movement — 


-in seas of blood. The masses of | 
rank and file soldiors, on the other: 

_ hand, can ba won over; the 
isolated mutinics reveul this. But 
to produce a mussive breakdown of 

_ morale such that the soldiers 

. break ranks and join the masses, __ 

pass arms to the workers, paasants, 
Students, arrest their officars etc 
_ Feouinss decisive orgenlae action 

_ on the part of the masses. 

There can ba no coubt of tho 

- heroism and willingsass to : 
sanrifige ote the marses in the 








nnn 


ole of ue eae jous leaders 


ideal a Moslem theorcracy, Over 
__ the last fifty years the Mullahs 


have.lost control over education and — 


the law which have been secularisad. 
_ They have lost the ‘waq?" lands 

__ which financed the mosques, and 

* they have lost all influence over 
government policy—most notably 

__the-power to enforce Islamic 
prece=°s with regard to. women and 
family Jaw. Empty of progressive 
content as most of the Shah's ‘ref- 

- orms* were, the restoration of the 
hierarchy’s power in all these 






mplete separation of 
ind State is a measure in 





vvact, The 
aM 


__ the direct interest of workers, poor 
fe idents.and intellectuals, 







the national and 


f 
3 to bulld in a veto, 















1, perpertiye: 


areas would clealy be a reactionary _ 








_streots, The crucial question is 
: _ leadership, s Strategic goals ana spe- 
cific tactics. The bourgeois 
oppositionists in tha National Front 
fear the collapse of tha Army more 
__ than they fear a military dictatorship, 
The highly,socially conservative 
igicus opposition 
offer little to tha sons of peasants 
» and workers in the army. Neither, 
« does Khomeini wish to launch an 
-_insurregtion. He hopes that mass 
_ demonstrations plus the creation 
of a shadow provisional govern 
ment will be enough to win over 
ia key secticn of cithor the high 
command or the Islamic nations}: 
, Ist colonels, Nor is Maoist guerr- 
-ilaism appropriate to these tasks. 
> Strategically it rejects the goal of 
_» proletarian revclution and thus 
*- subjects the working class to an 
alliance with the ‘national 
bourgeoisie’ and'the ‘prograssive 
alliance’, It elevates querilia struggle 
Itself to a strategy and thus has not 





+ built its base in the factories and 


_ worlpleces and does not base itself 


on the self-orcanisation and self- 


“eectivity of the working class, 
_ Workers’ councils, a workers’ : 
* militia the turning of the general 
strike into an insurrection, require 

ca party with a. cone: ile 














__or the power to nominate candid- 
ates, for the Shia clergy at all 

- levels, In an interview with Le 

_ Monde (10.1.1979) he makes this 
clear, “We will charge a committee 
to procéed with consultations.to 
form an Assembly. The people 

_have already pronounced their 

jill: to have an Islamic government. 
-) But If a referendum is necessary 
on the legal basis for it, we will 

* not refuse this, The Committee 

would consist of bellevers, It 
could include wlemas either 

_ with fall or with observer stptus 

We will propose a candidate for 

the) ‘presidency of the Republic, _ 

He would have to be elected by 

the people, Once elected we would 

support him, The laws of an 

islamic government would be the 


SONTINUED On NEXT PAGE. 
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4. © élam.” Asked what the 


be to non-believers, Khomeini 
replied, “We would try to show the 
way to salvation to these people. 
if they do not want this they will 
be tree in their daily life providing 
they do not foment plots harmful - 
to the people and the country.” . 
Khomeini’s closest political 
_ally in secular politics is the 
politician Mehdi Bazargan head 
of the Iran Liberation Movement 
MWwhich stands outside the National 
Front and is opposed to the 
_ inclusion of sacial-democratsin __ 
apy future government. Bazargan's 
party is avowedly Islamic. Thus the 
goals and political allies of the 
religious opposition are far from 
consistent democracy. Indeed an 
Islamic Republic designed according 
to their wishes would be a plebiscite 
bonapartism, albeit with a populist 
and antl-impertalist colouration. — 
The structure of the Mullah-led 








ous. Its main social base, the 
bazaar merchants of Teheran, 
dispose of an efficient organisation 
headed by five leaders each of 

_ which has a hetwork of sub-leaders. 
‘These can mobilise gangs of ‘luti'— 


and labourers, Each major leader 
1s reported as being able to mobil- 
___ ize 5,000 ‘Iutl’ within half an 
hour. This ‘Milttia’ can be a 
serious threat to the working class, 
The religious opposition itself 












_The United Secretariat of the 
Fourth International (USEC), and 
their record of opportunism with 
regard to the Iranian revolution, 
will prove a fatal guide to its 
followers in Iran. : 
____ The position they have argued 
_is identical to that of the Mensh- _ 
 eviks in pre-revolutionary Russia 
-who argued, against Lenin and 
/the Bolsheviks, that the workers _ 
__ movement should focus on the 
struggle for bourgeois democrat- 
ic demands aiming later to 
utilise the freedoms afforded by. 
_ bourgeois democracy to build 
a workers party in preparation 
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attitude of such a government would 


_ opposition Is powerful and danger: - 


Unemployed youth, bazaar porters _ 





Moussadeh, the Shi'ite hierarchy aims 
to form such councils in every town. 
_ Moreover, “These will be perman- 

_ ent councils which will occup them- 
selves as much with political life as 
with religious, since in Islam the two. 
are tied up together.” (Nouvel- 
Observateur 15;21.1.1979}. 

Despite Khomeini’s declared 
support for the oil strikers and 
despite the undoubted fact that 
most lranian workers have massive 
lilusions in the Ayataollah, the forces 
-he heads—the Bazaar and the Shi'ite 
clergy are and can be only temporary— 
military allies of the tranian 
working class in the fight against 
the Shah and the Generals. The 
hostifity of the religious activists 
to the class interests of the workers 
is already manifest in the Mullah 
provoked attacks on demonstrators 
who carry red flags and in their - 
strident anti-communism. Le 

' Nouvel Observateur. (No.740) 
reports the following, “The /eft 

milieu is beginning to get alarmed, 
A few days ago, at the Behechestre 
Zahra cemetery near Teheran in 
the middle of a crowd listening 
attentively to the mullahs a worker 
_ $tood up to speak on the problems 
facing the proletariat, He was 
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:for the next stage of the historic- 
al process—the struggle for 
socialism. 

In September Tariq Ali : 
outlined the ‘key tasks’ of the 
fight to overthrow the 





shouted down with aries of “Death 


to the Shah! Death to Communisml: 


The task of revolutionaries, of — 
Trotskyists, in lran is to raise the 


alarm in the working class, difficult - 


as this task wil be. To warn worker- 
militants, to win them away from 
the Ayatoliah and the Mullahs - 
and to resolute opposition to an” 
obscurantist Islamic ‘Republic’, 

The masses, including the workers, 


" follow the Mullahs because they _ 


have illusions In the democracy __ 
and national freedom that they | 
believe this republic could bring _ 
and because Khomeini appears 

to want to smash the Shah's __ 
SAVAK tyranny. The religious. 


" leaders and their National Front. 


hangers on must be exposed by __ 
mobilising workers around real 
democratic demands centring on, 
the call for a constituent assembly 


"unfettered by _ vetos and elected - 
_ by universal suffrage. To fight for 
_this, class organisations of the _ 


proletariat free from Mullah tutelage 
must be formed, factor committ- 
ees, workers councils, trade 

unlons and the militia necessary to 
protect these. Above all a revolut- . 
ionary political party is the central 
need, one which can speathead 

these organs of struggle and 
workers’ democracy:.A party 
pledged to fight fordemocratic __ 
rights: against an Islamic Republic _ 
and for a Workers and Peasant. . 
State in tran. — i 


Opporturists and sectarians ‘on Iran 
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measures cited are bourgeois- _ 
democratic and the Constituent 
Assembly is to finalise the 
bourgeois revolution, to give it 
constitutional form. 

‘The excuses advanced for the 
Muslim clergy by Socialist 
Challenge were introduced with 
an analogy from a bourgeois : 
revolution— “Charles the first too 
was overthrown by a movement 
which spoke with a religious _ 
voice.” The most Socialist Chall- 
enge can muster is a sly wink in 
the direction of “something mbre 
than a bourgeois revolution taking — 


we 
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_ Challense? Not at ail In on intervs 


ew with Iranian Trot! 
12th October 1978 we: 
fhe sole statement of tas. ° -- 
"“Sranian revclutionaries reust c 
for the overthrow of the Pahlavi 
‘monarchy; its replacement by. 
republic, ond te espabits wmtept 
of aconstisuent-csserably freely © 
elected througa universal suffrage.” 
- An an editorial statement on Iran’ | 
(Socialist Chatlenss 9:11.1978) 
‘which was mede alter the erupt: : 
ion of the massive antiGhsh> 
strike wave the IMG droppeda __ 
coll panda that a bourgeois : 


eon : 




























ldirown orga uis-oF 

‘power—nor sunply to get rid oft: 
theinpresent ruler, but to seize. 
ipheir own destiny: isles [for 





a aise bie Sa h 
‘every ing a chide 
bie ” diet becrg astauch 
_ resem 2 to “ecientitic sociale 
kore Oe Moore’s Almanac - 
oes to; Trotiy’ ‘3 Pexmanent 
= ution’. : 








“‘sclentists’. by cuch surprise as to 












wag anvemmavntl -Spataciat- : 

‘~ “adency’s position on Iran is. 

living proof that a sectarian resp- 
_ < ose to opportunism ledds to - 
_ > lerrors.as bad if not worse than 
Ithose of the USFI. Starting from 
need to contradict the SWP(US) 
d the Tranian Sradsat milieu the 








by 

‘and ‘socialist’ a fact witnessed by 

their insulting epithet ‘Mullah 
Joy irs’,and the chortlesof = 

L sdelight about Iranians ‘driven to 

¢g ie frenzy by our slogans’ 
‘the Spartacists started on the _ 

slippery slope to conbilete 

_ abstention from the struggle 

against the ee worse to. an 

endorse of ruling 









reaction’. A 


_ asone of 7 
charges amount — 


oeclor of 








E: 











; The Iracian worker took our fe 


yide : 
‘the: outrage ‘of Iranians—moslem 


L oe character the ‘movement - 







the “overcirow of the monarchy, 
immeciaze eizetions, cones - 


iS 3 E 
he “fevoutavie development 
Revoluticaarics should no doubt: 
3 proms reduce propaganda asout them, © 
it the centze- piece of he IMG/ 
USFI’s exitation is “a nambeno) of 
interrelated democratic slogans’ 
centering on the Coustituent * 


th} ae 1978 
ee a 











aries make. Go wid ih bourgesis.,! we 
ne , Thhsy are the strategie 
ich ravolutionaries | 


the: 

Nowhere in the YMG/USTI’s 
material do we even find a'clear 

-, statement that to be successful in 
‘its bourg2ois-dsmecr: tie and anti-: 
paces tasks the iranian; 
Revolution must bccome a : 
proletarian reyolutica. All the 
experience of the niojor revolut-” 
fonary upheavals from the first 
oworld war ‘undoriiers the fect that | 
‘democracy’ is not a consolation - 











to uncritical seualing of the 
' ehauvinist rubbish which filled 
: the American press throughout 
ithe Autumn. The Mullahs they — 
claim wish fo restore Iran to the 
‘7th century AD, to the period 
‘of “the expansion of Istam by 
fire and the sword.” They wish to 
_ introduce savege Islamic law 
unishments; stonitig, public 
g and whipping ete. They — 
wish to enforce the wearing of the 
yeil'and the removal of the rights 
‘toh women by the Shah. To 
it they'add Khonisini’s : 
tite to slaughter the working _ 
dns militants on the pattern of 
“the Indonesian mullahs in 1965, 


they cite his ‘hatred-of westem 















vba: ie ae juoting as 2 a fact that - 


public” will be 
duilitary di 





Songer cone een 


prize fora failed revolution. The 
outcome isalmost certainly —__ 
bloody: ‘venression end militery 
qécin A clisation like 

var Germany or Portugel et 
Ubroceré is'the mest favourable’ 
alternative to sich repression and, 
witheuta: renewed and-successful 






_ proletarian struggle for power, it 





wil prove bat a aration for HG. 











guazante> det etary ihe ie] 
USEFI has s' 
electoral chick 
have even hate 
ignore, or roti 
’ tasks of contsallzing the workers | 
strike contmiitces into savicts, | 
- of calling for cn armed workers 
“militia, for ie prepanation of an, 
insumectica to tunash the Generals 
control sf i tha ermy, forabsolute _ 
working class in¢ependence from 
‘the Mullohs ad opposition to : 
their plans for an Islamic Republic. 
Trecting to the Constituent —. Lo 





: _ Assembly to institzilonalise 


democratic rights they see the key 
- task as “Yo take juli adventage a 
them in terms of developing « a 
socialist press, trade unions and 
_ preparizga power jel electoial 
intervcntion” in the manner of =" 
FOCEPin Peru: (Socislist = 
Challenge 18:11978). a 
As the Mensheviks before 
them the Socislist Ciallenge ot 
ors have theis eyes fixed on an 
electoral intezvention after the _ 
ssuecessiul bourgeois revolution —__ 
“not ona = forthe ° 
: ae lor workers power, ae 


i 


| woeane ofthe moverient, restore — 
the clerical lands, restore the veil, 
ban-everything that sort of / 
represents Western Progress, @-pel 
, the foreign workers, In terms of 
' the indigenous national minorities 


"sit could only be intensely gengc- . 


idal in appetite.’ ” (Workers ~ 
‘Vi 79). 





“mullehs undoubtedly do. Reserv. _ 


" ations ‘do have to be made however 


__ even here. Shi’la Islam explicitly 


allows re-interpretation by the’ 
ulems canonical Senchings 
omeini~althougine.. 
¢ Shah's reforms o: 









bring back polygamy; * “One 
wife is énougii’/.he remarked,’ Time: 





5.2.79), Also among his 
disciples in Paris were a numbor 
‘of anve n, and despite 
othe recrud: f veil-wearing 
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_Wwas raised by Arab speaking 





ee acc of defiance against 
4 otiah a regulation outlawing - 
‘> itis plainly untruethat the 
movement is explicitly for the 
yeturn of women to the seclusion 
of the home and their submission 
+c barbaric punishments. Such a 
mavement gould hardly draw into 
street protests and confrontation 
with the troops vast numbers of 
women veiled and unveiled. _ 

As for the national and religious 
ninorities as we have warned an 
islamic Republiciis likely to prove 
a severe threat to their rights and 
Jiberties but it is wrong to sav the 


movement at present is consciously 


eimed at them. Large contingents. 
of jews and Azerbayanis took _ 
part in the demonstrations in 


January atid were loudly cheered ._ 


by the crowd, Afghan workers - 
jromes have been guarded against 
pogromists whipped-up by - 
Bakhtiar’s campaign against 
‘communist immigrants’ and the 
call for foreign workers to get out 








workers in the oil fields against 
the highly paid English and Amer- 


+ dean overseers and ‘experts’. Other 


charges are similarly gross distor- 
tions worthy of the capitalist ” 


_ yellow press, Khomeini the 


ay ie ee to ~ 
restore feuda leges, to resto 
the church lanuis to this parasitical ; 
caste,” (WV 5.1.79). Khomeini 
has uttered ho . statement about 


_ undoing the land reform and his 
_ peasant supporters wauld be more 


than surprised to hearit. 
_ Why do the Spartacists have to 


__ tetail this collection of half-truths 











and unsubstantiated claims? The 
answer is simple, they wish to _ 
abstain from support fromthe 
mass struggle against the Shah. 
When they say ‘Down with the 
Shah they'in fact intlude a 


_led by communists w 


“ non-proleterian opp 
* abstention from the dem: 


-the troops (called ‘suici 








proviso—only i : 


They oppose absolut 
military co-operation 


This position would : 


ions, from the confrontations with 
; cidal’ in WV. 
15.12.78), In the event of an 
uprising and barricade fighting 
between the army and the people © 
it would again mean abstention. 
To justify this absurd and react- 
ionary position the Spartacists _ 
have gone all the way to white. 
washing the Shah himself, 
“What we need is a party that can. 
transcend this kind of national 
chauvinism and counterpose a 
‘proletarian class axisto the = — 
current instability, In the absence 


-- of that one could more easily 


justify giving support to the Shuh, 
gs the Soviet Union clearly is : 
doing, than to these Mulim 
clerical reactionaries, because if 
they are able to consolidate 
Bower all: the evidence is it 
could only be worse than Indon- 
esia for the working class, for the 
peasants for the national minorit- 
tes and the Women.” : 
(Workeis Vanguard 5.1.°79) Cour 
emphasis WP). 

Let us assume that the Spartac- 


, ists do not wish to become ‘State 


Department Socialists’, Then how 


' do they end up with these absurd 


and shameful positions? Bascially 
they leave Imperialism out of 
account, For them a direct 
military intérvention is the sole 
condition under which the 


opposition could be giveh military 


, Support, The Shah, installed by a__- 
"CIA engineered coup and support- 
. ed by thousands of CIA, and : 


military advisors is an agent of — 
American and British Imperialism, 


UOTE UO CUT TUTTE 


Khomeini prepares attack on Left 


Reprinted from WORKERS POWER No.5 March 1979 


The insurrection in Teheraniwas not 
_a blow to the Shah's generals, ajione 
eight of whom have now paid tor _ 
their crimes before firing squads. - 
It was also a serious blow to the 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini,to 
the mullahs and to their bourgeois 
allies. Khomeini and Bazargan had 
been involved in intensive negot- 
iations with the generals for a 
peaceful transfer of power to 
themselves. Whilst the assault on __ 
Doshan Tappeh was going on, 


PAGE 12. 


__ of the Shi'ite leader. 


mullahs in loudspeaker vans tour- 
ing the area pleaded with the att- 
ackers to'go home on the orders 









ignored. The worst 
the Ayatollah and |! 
materialised, The arm 
integrated and the m 
armed, = 
The calls of the 


= _ feactionary—identical to. 


like the Poijjadists in France. _ 


_ the positive goals of the mullahs 


actions against the Shah and the 


: insurrection; 


The American ‘advisors’ enioy 
exlra-territorial status in tran, 

American capital exploits ran 

drawing super profits from its oil, 

from its industry and from agric- 

ulture. Iran is in Lenin’s terms a 
semi-colony. The masses, despite 

all their illusions, are stru 

against this Imperialism. If the S 
USFI draw from this the conclus- 
ion that working class can simply 
tail the mullahs. If they refuse to 
pose the central need for working 
class independence and leadership 
then the Spartacists turn this on 
its head. The mullahs are simp! 












reactionary petit bourgeois move- 
ments in Imperialist countries 


Whilst we in no way hide that 


are not and cannot be those of the . 
working class we do argue that 
Trotskyists must participate in the . 


Generals. Whilst arguing for 
proletarian independence in 
strategic goals (workers and 
peasants republic) for consistent 
democratic demands (including 
secularisation), for proletarian 
tactics (mass sttike, Workers’ 
militia, wining over the rank and . 
file of the atmy, forthe armed _ 

e workers must be 
willing to ‘strike together’ with 

the mullahs, bazaaris, students, / 
peasants etc, ie to form a de facto.” 
anti-imperialist military united = __ 
tront. In Trotsky’s words 

“We do not solidarize ourselves _ 
fora moment with the illusions of 
the masses; but we must utilise 
whatever is progressive about these 
illusions to the utmost, otherwise - 
we are not revolutionists but i 
contemptible pedants, "’ 

(Trotsky on Spain) - 





i 
i 
| 
i 


only returned to work slowly 
and grudgingly and there have been 
protests from workers’ represent- 
atives about the high handed and 
undemocratic hijacking of the 
revolution by the mullah-dominated 
revolutionary committees. Yet, 
despite the crucial role played by 
the workers and the armed masses _ 
in the overthrow cf the Shah, State - 
power has not passed into their __ 
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hands but into'those of the shad-_, 
owy ‘islamic Revolutionary g 
Committee’ of the Khomeini en- 
tourage, Bazargan’s cabinet is a 
poor second, existing mainly to 
provide international respectab-- 
ility, This governmental appar- 
atus is in no sense a gain for the 
{raniari riasses. Indeed, it is seek- 
ing to cheat them of the fruits 

of thelr suffering and sacrifice 
during the last fifteen months. _ 


Stampede 


Khomeini, faced with this 
situation, has a three- pronged 
strategy. Firstly, to reconstitute 
the professional army.as quickly - 
as possible and to disarm the 
guerillas. Secondly, to stampede 
the masses into endorsing the 
‘slamic Republic’ through a 
‘referendum’ and to establish 
a conservative bourgeois regime - 


_ in office. Thirdly, to isolate, 


disarm, and then crush the Left 
forces — the Fedayeen, the - 
Tudeh and the factory and 
strike committes and to force 
the workers back under the old 
conditions, 

. With his first objective, re- 
establishing the army, he has real 
problems. Rank and file soldiers 
and airmen have vetoed the 
choice of Bazargan and the Rev- 
olutionary Council for top comm: 
and positions. Bazargan was forced 


"to withdraw his nominee for Air 


Force chief, The soldiers of the 
16th Armoured Division arrested 
the Brigadier-General appointed 


_ by. Khomeini's Council — he has 


subsequently, been executed. In 
most barracks continuous soldiers’ 
meetings are taking place and de- 
mands for the removal of a// the 
generals, and for the soldiers’ 
right to veto all appointments, 
have been raised. Bazargan knows 
that’he cannot yet. order the 
troops to disarm, or use them 
against the left wing guerillas. 

He is using a time-worn scheme, 

a ‘National Guard’, Constituted 
trom soldiers, mullah- dominated 
militia-men and guerillas such a 
force; Bazargan hopes, can perform 
z holding operation until the army. © 
is rebuilt, It col 
counter-revolutionary role as the 
French ‘National Guard’ did in - 
dune 1848 when Tt: smashed the 
Parisian workers, similarl 
Freikorps were uséd’in G ns 
in 1919. Revolutionaries mus 
counterpose to'a 
Khomeini national guard the call 
for the universal arming of the 
workers and peasants, the creation 
of soldiers’ committees and the 
election of all officers, Only, a 
well-armed and disciplined wor: 
kers’ militia can protect the wor- 
king class, the national and relig- 
ious minorities and extend the 
revolutionary. demands of the —_ 
masses, —— 

























pas 









Party. 





With Khomeini! ‘'s second task, 
establishing his conservative 
clerical-bourgeois republic, time 
is of the essence. The longer it 
is delayed the more will his react- 
jonary bourgeois politics be ex- 
posed’To reach this ‘stability’ 


" a referendum is to take place 
- as soon as possible — in a matter 


of weeks according to the Rev- 
olutionary Committee, two 
months according to Bazargan. 
The masses would be stampeded 
into declaring for an tslamic Re- — 
public and then-a rubber:stamp. 
‘Constituent Assembly’ would - 
approve an already drafted con- - 
stitution, 

Revolutionaries have the tesk 
of winning the working class to 
block this reactionary design. 
Such a referendum would be aim- 
ed at obstructing any advances. 
that the working class could make 
in the present situation, To part 
icipate init,;would, therefore, be 
to accept the validity of this ob- 
struction. : 

Already the Tehran press is 
being subjected to a heavy, 
"Islamic censorship’. ‘Worse than 
Bakhtiar’s’ according to journal- 
ists. Bazargan has announced 
that he will vigo. rously enforce 
the ‘illegality’ of the Tudeh _ 


Revolutionaries must argue 
for immediate strike action to. 


“win an end to all censorship and... 
_ the legalisation of all workers’ 


parties and their press. They. must 
argue against a referendum on 

the Islamic Republic and organise © 
the working. class to boycott it. 
Instead they must call for the 
convocation of a Constituent 
Assembly elected by universal 
suffrage and with no restrictions 
on its powers either from the 
Provisional Government, the 
mullahs or the ‘army. 

‘Khomeini’ third tnsk is to crush 
those organisations. based on and 
voicing the demands of the, work- 
ing class. He denounces Marxists _ 
as traitors to the Islamic, revolut- 
ion and threatens to ‘crush’ them. 
All that stops him is thatthe work- 
ers and the armed-guerfillas are too , 
strong and his owfi muslim forces 
not yet prepared to tum against 


‘the workers.- 


Khomeini has persuaded the work-” 
ers to return to the factories, to the 
the offices, the oil refineries. But 


: what is taking place there is a 


ceaseless round of mass meetings. 
At th3m workers are engaged in 


‘ne formulation of demands; for 
* yationalization, for the ousting of 


pro-Shah managements, for im- 
proved work conditions, hours of 
work and pay, for the presentat- 
jon and extension of all the ele- 
ments of super ( 
won in the mass ikes. 






that Khomeini wishes to smother 





mullahs, 








in Islamic obscurantism. Te ‘0 do 
this he must root out the workers 
leaders’ the activists, the strike 
organisers. Many of these:are Fed- 
ayeen or Tudeh sympathisers or 
are gravitating towards these part- 
jes. = : 
Defeat 
First he must disarm and de- 

feat them on the streets. Unfort- 
unately despite the heroism of 
these militants , the qrotesquely 

istorted ‘Marxism 1.5: . they. 
have imbibed from Stalin’s Russia 
and Mao’s China will make it much 
easier for the Ayatollah to do this, - 

This ‘Marxism’ leads to.a view. 

of the revolution as involving 
rigidly separated stages, The goal . 
at the moment is the completion of 
of a national democratic or peoples 
revolution. To this the working 
class must ‘réstrict itselfists social- 
ist goals — nationalisation of all 
industry and banking, a planned 
economy etc must. be postponed 
indefinitely, subordinated to an 
alliance with the ‘national bour- 
geoisie’ or the anti-imperialist 









This strategic. e wit a 
proletariats lasy Glctriies teduces’ 


, the workers to a critical pressure 
group, ‘To. call.this dangerous and 
self defeating’role the leadership. 





of the working class in the peoples 


- democratic revolution does not 





alter the reality of the situation one 
iota. In practice it is seizing a.’ a 
tiger by the tail, twisting it obcas’ 
ionally and defending youself 
against the incensed beast with 
appeals for it to recognise your 
leading role. 

Stalinist—Maoist dialectics justify. 
this suicidal,cousse by asserting: , 
that the principle contradiction 
(Imperialism; versus. the People) 
is dominant over the fundamental’ 
contradiction (proletariat versus 
bourgeoisie) at this stage. 

This algebra of opportunism 
has caused disaster after disaster in 
the past two decades alone as ‘pro- 
gressive generals’ and ‘national 
bourgeois’ suddenly ignored the 
‘principle contradiction’ and 





launched bloody offensives on the : 


workers. If Iran is not to be added 
to Indonesia and Chile, the Tudeh 
and Fedayeen militants must be 
broken from these pstitics of 
destruction, The Tudeh carry 
out these policies in the most. 
servile and provellinemanner. A 
spokesman quoted in the Morning 
Star (Feb 24th) “We have shown 
our good will to Ayatollah Khom 
eini by instructing all our members 
in the factories and the oil indust- 
ry to return to work” 

Their goal for the workers 
struggle is a government of ‘nation- 
al independence’ made BP ofthe 
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__ joal Proiit bourgeois parties, 
scligious leaders and themselves. 
They offer to hold back the work- 
ers to placate these allies, Allies 
who moreover up hold the law 
banning the Tudeh. : 

The Fedayeen are much more 
abrasive, calling a Jaree demonst- 
ration (150000) in Teheran Univer. 





sity on February 22ndiin partial. 


defiance of Khomeini’s warnings, 
Their demands include th 
to dissolve the army, forming'a 
teal ‘peoples army’. They call for 
‘peoples councils’ to sun factories, 
businesses and local affairs, They 
call for land to the poor peasants 





and full rights for women and the © 


Opressed nationalities, 

But in the last analysis they too 
call for a ‘share’ in the power at 
the momeht exercised by the 
mullahssand the bazzar bourgeois, 
The Fedayeen’s ‘militancy 
amounts to a more radical list of * _ 


t 


‘The alliance of forces that 
‘overthrew the Shah in Iran is 
in disarray, Khomeini and . 
the Mullalis are set on firml 
establishing a repressive an 


‘reactionary role from the 
mosques. The Mullah super- 


vised referendum -'where the. 
names of those who voted 
against an Islamic republic 
were noted down by the 
scrutineers - has strengthened 
his hand, | : 

_ The bourgeoisie are anxious to 
save and consolidate their proper- 
‘ty and wealth. Their most able 





‘the feeble Premiership of 
: Bazargan. o 

Arraigned against the Mullahs 
and the bourgeoisie are those 
forces who took the overthrow of 
the Shah as a signal to extend and* 
develop their democratic rights, 
to organise to improve their liy- 
ing conditions. : 

The polarisation in Iran’s soc- 
jety grows more acute daily. 
Ahmad Ali Izadi, Minister of 
agriculture, has committed his 
government to taking back land 
seized by the peasants from the 
old regime. There are already 

_Teports of armed peasants organ- 
ising to defend their hard fought 
gains, : - 
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__ plus the hybrid ‘peopl 





tepresentatives are tobe found in. 
‘the forces of the National Front, in 








bourgeois democratic demands 

's councils”, 

They add to this a committment _ 

to guerilla struggle “asa strategy + 

as well as a tactic”. This approach 

is likely to prove an obstacle to. the 

formation of- democratically contro 

rolled mass workers militias, 
Groups founded on this basis 








__ =-whether in Portugal (PRP) or in |; 


Latin America show an tendency 
to desert the working class at key 
moment.» Either by putchist ad- 
venturec or by volutary dissapp-. 
earance into the underground 


__ when ruling class repression looms, BS 


To stand any chance of influ- - 
encing militants or sympathisers 
of the Stalinist organisations Iran- 
ian Trotskyists will have to stress 
8 number of key Positions. In the . 
face of Khomeini’s offensive thes: 
should be ~ : 
AN appeal for united front of 
workers parties centred on 


MAL MME EL ULLUULLLLLLPLLLLLCLLLLLLLCL Ce OO MMU OO UOC EET 


Break with the Mulahs! 


The minority nationalities of 
Tran have organised to extend. 
their democratic rights, After pro- 


' longed fighting with the regime’s 


troops the Kurds have secured. 
limited promises of provision 
for self rule. The Turkoman 
tMinority have waged a 2 day 
armed battle-with Khomeini’s 


“militiamen in Gonbad-e-Kavus, 


Despite armed intimidation 


‘and harrassment women in Tehran 


have foiled plans bv Khomeini to 


_immediatedly enforce-the wear-  - ~ 


ing of the chador in public offices, 
Most vitally however the nast __ 

weeks have seen increased evidence 2 

of working class organisation in = 

conflict with the regime. 3.5! 

millions franians are jobless at 

present. Factories deserted by. 

their pro-Shah owners now lie 

idle. Serious shortages are : 

reported and inflation is running 

at between 40 and 60%. In the 

factories workers are establishing 

new trade union organisations, — 

There have been major demons- 

trations of the unemployed - _ 

the Bekaran - in Iran’s cities. The 

unemployed have occupied the 


Ministry of Justice vestibule in 







Tehran. Construction worke 
have demonstrated th 


employed has:met 
by the regime, 





_is resumed, The new Minister of 


~ 


Legality for all workers parties, 
trade unions etc, : 
An armed workers defence militia. 
For a sovreign Constituent Assem- 
bly. Boycott the Islamic Republic 
Refer endum 
The centralisation of factory and 
strike committees into city wide 
workers councils. i 
These limited demands should 
be accompanied by calls on the : 
Tudeh and Fedayeen to break with 
the bourgeoisie and the mullahs and 
join the struggle for a Workers and 
Peasants Government. In no case 
should <rotskyists obscure their 
strategic goal of working class" 
power based on soviets or their 
total opposition ta the Khomeini - 
- Bazargan government. It is to the 
task of overthrowing this Govern: 





ment that Trotskyists must win the 


organisad workers, peasants, sold- 
iers and opressed nationalities, 


Break with the bourgeoisie! 


Reprinted trom WORKERS POWER No.6 May 1979 


Khomeini’s ‘revolutionary guards’ 
fired on a demonstration of the 
Bakaran, But the demonstrations 
have also forced certain concess- 
ions out of a reluctant regime. 
Bazargan’s government is now 


* “giving £60 a month loans to those + 


unemployed that are over 21 - 


_ insisting that repayments comm- 


ence 3 months after employment 


abour - Darioush Farouhar - 
has already made it clear that he 
fears a wave of migration into the 


towns to receive the loans, “ 


With no prospect of solving 
the mounting problem of the 
jobless the Iranian bourgeoisie 
is not prepared to dole out loans 
indefinitely with no prospect of 
fepayment. Like the French 
bourgeoisie in 1848, who.abolish- 
ed the National Workshops forced a 





out of them by the French wor- 
kers. so the Iranian houraenisie 


, are looking fd} the chance to 


{renege ‘on this inadequate 
Provision, ae = 
In the face of this new resis- 
tance - expressed well by a wor- : 
ker representative who walked out — 
of negotiations in the Tehran 
Ministry of Labour saying, “Only 
‘the pictures on the walls have : 
changed. ” Khomeini is moving 
to strengthen his hand. The ‘Leftist’ 
Pedayeen have been denounced 
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"the bourgeoisie and ‘the mosque 
- hierarchy. This was shown clearly 





as,‘‘traitors to Islam and the Reyo- : 
lution.” The radicalised ‘Muslim 
guerillas, the Mojahaddin¢-Khala, 
have been replaced by. the 
Mojahaddin-Englabi-Islami. These 
new. armed squads, pioneered by. 
‘Khomeini’s economic adviser _ 


- Banisadr, and more directly con: , a 


trolled by. the Mosque, ate‘now 
firmly established, They will bei 
‘used against the workers and). | 
against those struggling to defend 
e democratic rights. 
isions opening up are 
‘visible to ail. Even the‘Iranian: 
Communist Party (Tudeh) - — 
previously infatuated with 






> Khomeini - realises it But the 






solution they put forward i isa | 
dangetous share f the! 2 
working class; Speaking i 
French CP paper ‘L’Humanite’ 

‘The weneral secretary of Tudeh - 
Kianouri - has called for a popu- 
lar front of all those forces to the 

; left of Khomeini, 

_ Snow it's a question of choos- 
ing a new direction, rifts are 
emerging.’ 

That call, albeit in a different 
form, will be taken up by the. 





"Maoist Fedayeen-with their pro- 
gramme of an alliance | -of progre- 


ssive forces against Ampertalis and” 
and reaction. 

The bourgeois of jan do. have, 
their own fears ofa strengehening © 
of the grip of Khomeini and the . 
Mullatis."There is a very. real dan- — 





ger that the workers’ organisations - : 


‘under the leadership of the * 
Fedayeen and Tudeh will be in- 
corporkted by the bourgeoisie 


into their struggle to strengthen — : 


the hand of tlie Bazargan govern- 
ment against Khomeini. 
“tn the battles ahead Iranian 


“‘Trotskyists will have to stress a 


number of key positions, In the 
face of Khomeini’s.offensive and _ 
inevitable attacks on workers’ 


living standards and organisations 


by the Tranian bourseouste thkse ~ 


should be: . = 
-*for the complete independence 
- of the organisations of the work- 
ing class - 


BREAK WITH THE . 
BOURGEOISI£, BREAK WITH 
THE MULLAHS. : 

*for a UNITED FRONT OF 
WORKERS’ PARTIES centred 


“on ; legality for all workers’ 


VUCHTTA TEEEEEe 


faptited from WORKERS POWER No. 7 June 1979 


wahe Iranian bourgeoisie and the. 


: Khomeini fed Islamic establishment 
_ are continuing their offensive 
* against the independent organis- 


ations of the working class in tran. 







_ They are intensifying their attacks : 


on the Left and the mov 
for democratic rights thé 
-considerable strength i 





__ strugole'to bring down the Shah. 





spokesman for Iran's bourgeois 
has openly blamed tran’ 's econc 
chaos and crisls on “excess 
pay rises won by Workers i 


attacked strikes and ca 
vigitance’against the le 
Ayatollah Motahari—the 
head of tran’s Secret Council—as a 


claring 


fallen victim of the struggle against 
- Marxism. 





Khomeini and the {slamic 
leaders also recognise the threat” 
that the lranian working class * 
poses to the creatior| ofan 
Islamic Republic in the hands of 


by the actions taken by the mosque 
dominated Komitehs to prevent ' 
the independent mobilisation 
workers to celebrate May Day. 


In Tehran Khomeini's supporters 


“ organised their own demonstration 












sassinated. 





“in opposition to that called by 


organisations of the left, In Isfahan, 


where a student was shot on a 
demonstration of the unemployed 
in April, the local Komiteh : 
surrounded the Workers House 








betore tne May Day demonstration © 


was due to leave, The Isfahan 
Komiteh challenged employed’. 


- workers with instant dismissal it 
they were to join the planned SS 





" eritles of the growing authority of 


















- regime. Khomei 





demonstration. 

The mosque hierarchy has. 
moved decisively against the fe 
the Islam Komitehs. Khomein has” 
called on Moslems to fight mo: 
fiercely. against secular. opponents. 
of the new regime than they did” 
against the Shah. 










In May Islamic workers on the : 


paper. Kayhan locked out 
journalists midly critical of the 
backed the —~ 
sacking of these journalists, “the 
press writes in ipport of traitors 
and criminals, it is not our press.” 
The Islamic dthorities have closed 
down the paper r Ayandegan and 








anti-clerical works from Tebran’s 
bookstores. In the western city of 
Khorramabad sae have 











". automony. An unofficial militia _ 
in the Khuzestan Arab region has. 
attacked, and briefly held, the 
town of Masjedzer | Soleiman. 

While moving to destroy the 
independent organisations of the 
workers, and democratic rights 

id 











parties, { trade unions etc. 
‘An armed ° rkers defence 
militia. 
*Fora soverkian Constituent 
assembly... 





. Defend the’ democratic right of 


women and the national and 


‘religious minorities, : 
‘Yhe centralisation of factory and 


strike committees, the organisa- 
tions of the: unemployed into. 
city-wide workers’ councils, 
These limited demands should 
be-accompanied by calls on the 
Tudeh and Fedayeen to break 
with the bourgeoisie and the 
Mullahs and join: the struggle for 
a Workers and Peasants. 
Government. Ii no case should 
Trotskyists obscure their strate- 
gic goal of working class power 
based on soviets or their total 
oposition to: the Khomeini- 
‘Bazargan xovetnment, iv'1s to thet 
task of overtnrow.ng Ts Govern- 
ment that Trotskyists must win 
the organised workers, peasants, 
soldiets and oppressed nationali- 


. ties, 





Executions protect Khomeini’s alies 


ee 


cries of “Islam is victorious, 


» Communism is destroyed.” 


The new regime continues to 
face mounting demands for auto- 


. nomy from the national minor- 


ities of Iran. Kurdish leader Sheikh 


: Ezzredin Hosseini has called for 


the solidarity of the Arabs, Balu. 
chis and Turks in the battle for. 







the Islamic council has still had to 
claim to be waging a struggle to. 


: destroy the forces o of the hated 


old regime and to commit the 
regime to the struggle against 
Imperialism. 

The much publicised. secret 
trials and executions, the death . 
penalty: pronounced. anthe Shah _ 
and the planned show trial.of 13 
ex-deputies, two. senators and the 
head of the Shah‘s National Re- >, 
surgence Party (Rastakhiz) are a. 


__ vital part of the tactics of the: 


Khomeini: led Isl... Ale Council. 
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“They. serve to to satisfy the masses 

deniands for retribution and the 

dismantling of the old apparatus + 

ul (pression. -At the same time : 
___ their secrecy prevents the masses _ 
{rom openly witnessing the true 
axtent-of corruption and torture 
and the real cecord of many of - 
ineir new masters now parading 

‘heir-credentials-a: as fighters against 

the Shah. 

With many of the local Komi- 
sehs openly using ex-Savak forces 
for their work, the role of the 
snow trials in deceiving the Masses — 
ts doubly important. . 

The tranian bourgeoisie are 

clearly unhappy abould the ‘poss- 
ible dynamic of the trials and — 





purges. They know too well: what 
‘vould be revealed if the | masses 


were free to untack the secrets of 














KHOMEINI has delivered his tong 
| threatened blow against the Left 
and-democratic forces in an at... 
tempt to deciiehy pal te 
radical element of the Iranian 
revolution. The yearning for dem 
cratic rights, for national freedom: 
and the desire of. worl ers and 
peasants to'érjoy the frults of 
their labour and thelr country’s 
natural wealth was the. mainspring’ 
of the struggle to overthrow the | 
Shah. 

It how threatens Khomeini’s © 
reactionary utopigof an:islamic 
Republic based on the. mullah hier. 

L archy : 

The nationalities had to be” 
terrorised into submission and the” 
indépendant organisations pt the 
working class had to be crushed, © 
Firstly, the press had to be'com- 
pletely muzzled. Thus Ayandegan, e 
the leading liberal democratic, 
Paper on opposition to the tmullah 
was closed down on August 7th. | ~ 

The massive demonstration of - 
60.000, called in protest against” 
‘this, was set upon by Organised — 
gangs well supplied with stones. 
and staves and bicycle chains. The 

__ same bands of blackhundreds ran-' 
_ sacked the Fedayeen | HQ ini 
Tehran and. other cities. | 
































disorder to declare illegal, sup-- 
press the newspapers, and order. 
the arrest of the leaders of the 
radical. liberals of the National 
Democratic Party, the Fedayeen, 
the Tudeh and force the -Alsband- 
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Khomeini used the pretext of , 


"the Shah's state apparatus. 


_ firmly with the 20 man revolution: - 









is why Bazargan, in their nam 


_ has already ralsed the call for an” 
"amnesty. That is why he is early 


intent on limiting the authority of : 


the local Komitehs. ~ 


? Similarity Khomeini and his 
henchmen have found it | necessary 
to put themselves to the-fore in 


. organising multi-millioned demon- 
= strations against the US. The indig- 
- nation of the Iranian masses at Us” 


Senatorial denunciations of the © 
trials and executions enabled the 
‘leftist’ Fedayeen and the radical- 
ised Moslem Mujaheddin, to organ- 


ise a 200 800-strong demonstrat- = 


jon against US {mperialism. Kho- 
meini. supporters were able to © 


” Gganise a larger demonstration 
- and send crowds against.the Fed- 


ayeen chanting ‘These are'the z 


IHU gett 





ment/disarming of the radical - - 
Islamic Muj hiaddeen, : 
This coup etat was the pre- 
lude to a fanatical! all-out assault : 
on the Kurds. Though they are... 
demandingyonly regional auto- © 
nomy, their arried militias and 
organisations are’not subject to 
the central mullah theocracy of 





Quom ‘or Bazargan’s feeble ‘Govern: =. - 


ment in Tehran. 


Khoméini's assumption or sup: 


reme Command of the Army sym- + 
bolises his coup which marks the 


._ end of the political ‘dual power’ 


with the jliberal and democratic 
forces which the Bazargan Govern-. 
ment straddled uneasily. = 

__ Executive power now resides = | 


ary council, consisting of Khomeini = 


* and other leading tigures of the 


_ Inquisitor: Gereral of the (counter) 
revolutionary tribunals’ black” 


‘Shia Hierarchy and lay. strongmen: . 
of the theceratic project, most 
notably Ibrahim Yazdi (Foreign 
Minister) and Sadegh Ghotbzadeh. - 


__ (Head of the media). Ayatollah 


Sadegh Khalkhali, the bloody. 











terror sums up.this leaderships’; 
project: “The fiullahs staged the 

revolution and have come to 
Power, ahd they will stay i 
whether the United States or 


the heavily armed ga g 
ciplined by. fanatical pa 
teauited from the massiv 
ate Jumpen proletari 
cities and officered Py 


enemies of Islam”. . 





+, The 


~ People's Fedayeen | must be : 
hanged’. 


‘It is vital to understand that a __ 
stable alliance of the bourgeoisie 
and the Moaque has yet to prevent 


_ the mobilisations of the lranian 


masses for the final destruction of 


the old regime, for democratic 


tights, against unemployment and 
for a decisive break with tmperial 
imperialism. 

Only the independent organis-' 
ation of the working class, prepar- 


- ed'to finally break with the bour- : 
-geoisie and the Mullahs can pre- 


vent the destruction of the 


. workers! organisations, of the 


Counter Khomenii S coup 
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: journalists, writers and. use them | 


democratic struggles and of the 
leaders of the workers and peasants. 
who have taken up those struggle 





students and sons of the clergy - - 
are Khomeini's chosen instrument 


_for crushing the Left, 





His by now’ "famous statement 
that the mullahs ‘made a mistake’ 
and should havd “ set up gallows : 
in the main. squares, cut down all 
these corrupt people and Plotters, / 
declared only ane party, that of. 
Allah" is an anachronism with red 
gard to-the period February to ~ 
July, He could not have done this 





_ given the still fresh democratic 


aspiration of ‘ther masses, the dis- : 
solution of the army, the diss- 
array of the mullahs’ own followers. 


But Khomeini's statement is the. : 


programme for the counter-revolu 
utionary coupid’ 
ecbnomic crisis, Mounting ais- Cis: 
content provokecfamong the : 
Masses. must bd turned against the - 





“left, against the minority nationai- a 


ities, against unveiled (‘westernised’) 
women and against the liberals, 
Hence the Komitehs demo- 

gogically claim to speak for the. 
have-nots, the barefgot people — 
the moustazefin. Their aim is to 
mobilise mobs of these largely | il 
literate masses against the privil 
ed, ‘westernised’ intellectuals, 









to grind the Left to atoms 
They, aim to.install a powe 
ful bonapartist regime before the 
rage-of the masses turns on them. 
Having installed their dictatorial _ 
machinery amotngst the Turko- 
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. The profaund) 





















































fighting for separation. | 
merely autonomy ie 

rights within the (ran- 
jan state. But for the mullahs, 












_crushed. — 
"The Kurds are the best-armed 
and hamogeneous of the lranian 
d peoples, it will take 
med gangs of the en- 
an-proletariat of Teh: 


bine 


6m ‘to suppress them, 













my is necessary: To. 
use ffectively discipline must 
be restored. a 

The councils that have sprung up 

up in the barracks must be crushed. 

_An operative officer corpsand 

high command Is vital to the tran- 
ian ruling class. There has been 
considerable resistance by troops 
to being, used ‘against the people’ 
and refusals to go to Kurdistan. 
US: Imperialism must be placated 
and induced to resume full milit- 


_ary'and_ technical co-operation. 


The latter is morechan willing 

to do this providing the abil 

of the regime is assured. State De- 
partment spokesman, Thomas _ 
Regton stressed the need for the 
authority and effectiveness’ of 
the central government and thouph | 
they would obviously prefer to” 

deal with Bazargan, Carter is fe- 


_ ported.to be persying a cautious 


policy of “stronger support for 
the theologically driven Khomeini 
regime” (Newsweek) Vo 
Khomeini’s Black Hundred: 
rule can obviously be only a tran: 
sitional one. But its snastimable 
use ‘testo behead the popular, 
democratic an -imperialist 








Reprinted from WORKERS POWER No. 


_ Jimmy, Carter's Christmas present . 
to the lranian people is a flact of 
nineteen warships, including two 
aircraft carriers. The American and 
British press have been full of help- 

sfull suggestions as to what could be 
done with them — bomb the oil- 


fields, bomb the ‘holy city’ of Qom, 
@ Tumbs Islands as‘host- 





» seize, 
ages,etc. 
Miss Lillian, 





fie born-again 


“Ghristians mother, has said to wild 


applause that if she had a millian 


"ed. The only-foree capable of re- 





process is comp: 
dictatorship — 
an Islamic co! 





versing this bloody process is the 
tranian proletariat. 

Khomeini has not yet dared to 
openly contront it. The mount: 
ing unemployment:{ some: 35% of 
the active population according to 
the US Department of Commerce) 
and economic chaos has seriously 
weakened its politicisation. Work- 
ars Committees still exist in many 
of the larger factories but they 
have been penetrated by Islamic" 
agents and threatened by Khor 
“meini with mass sackings if strikes 
and distrubances go on. 

The iranian Left's position is 
weakened by its previous com: 
promise with Khomeini. The 
Tudeh — the Iranian GP « backed» 
the Ayatollah uncritically right uo 
to the closure of their newspaper 


and offices. 


The Fedayeen’s critical sup- 
port of Khomeini’s anti-imperialist 

rhetoric despite their courgageous: 
support of demdcratic struggles, 
also leaves the working masses 
politically disarmed. 

Driven underground, deprived 
of theié press, hunted down by the 
‘revolutionaby guards’ the cadres 
of the tranian Left must re-assess 
their parties and groupings cripp: 
ling political weaknesses if they. 
are to survive to take advantage 
of the inevitable crisis of the theo- 
cracy. 

Firstly they must strike deep _ : 
roots in the proletariat, the fact- 
orles and oll fields. They must fight 
for'mass action of the workers in- 
cluding the-general strike and for 
a workers militia to defend the 
organisations of the working class 
sunt the attacks of the:Comi- 
tehs. 


CC 


No tailing either mulah | 2 


11 December 1979 
dollars she would hire a hit man to 


- murder Khomeini. Whilst a direct 


punitive strike is unlikely untess 
the hostages are put on trial, the © 
Imperialists are busy confiscating — 
Iranian assets held in American _ 








Secondly they must break the 
- political umbilical cord with 


"Khomeini. Their strategic goal 


must be the armed overthrow of 
the mullah dictatorship and the 
instatlation of a workers govern- 
ment based on workers councils 


anda workers militia, They. must 


defend the Kurds and pledge to 


- eonvene a revolutionary constitu: 


ent assembly which would, onee 
elected by universal suffrage and the 
the secret ballot, meet the demo- 
cratic demands of the nationalit- 
ies, the peasantry, women} etc. 

Difficult and dangerous as _ 
this task Is, it will be aided by the 
economic impasse of the Qom 
Theocracy, the rebellious state of 
the army, the nationalities resist: 
ance-and the restiveness of the 
Bazzaar big bourgeoisie lined up 
behind Ayatollah Taleghani. 

1f Khomeint is to placate his 
bourgeols backers, effect a limited 
deal with the White House/Pents- 
gon and the deeply resentful lrart- 
ian officer caste, he will be in- 


- creasingly forced to drop his mask 


of father to the moustazefin (the 
disinherited). i 
When the ‘loans’ to the un: 
employed have to stop, when the 
workers committees come unger 
attack, a mighty wave of disillus- 
jonment will sweep lran. For this 
to find effective leadership an : 
organisation of franian revolution: 
aries will have had to be built even 
under the terrer of the coming _ 
months, If It Is the “isolated cries" 
of “Down with Khomeini” eeport- 
ed by LeMondeinthedemon- 
strations of early August, can be- 
‘come a mighty roar — one that can 
sweep away the {mam and his 
committees as it swept awey the 
Shah and his American advisors, 





& 


S 


vital Gulf oilfields, the US Govern- 
ment will send in troops to seize 
them. : 

In Iran, Khomeini‘s regime is in 
deep crisis. The new constitution 
that gives dictatorial powers to the 
Irran has met fierce resistance in 
Kurdistan, in Tabriz, cepitel of | 
Azerbayan, and in Baluchistan, 
The opposition to Khomeini comes 
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_ anti-imperlalist uspitations of. 
Khontéini’s followiig must be di 
verted frxm powering the ‘machin- 

ary of a vicious theocratic dictatot-- 

ship: Both lead to chaos and de =| 
feat for the [ranian masses and| 

the eventual-return of direct Amer: 

ican hegemony. 


Tren. ck the 
Economie and Military Blockade. 
*Down vth Khomeinis dictator 
ade fu. democratic - fo 
a peoples of Iran, 


cenative ‘who favours’ 4 constitut-.. 
tone! honey with ‘the Shiite 
ck 





























antilmperialist progay ime. 
Therd vnust bo no elics t70- 
fame of spurious ‘orth fe 
gtancas. : B 
The plabelan followers oF Shar- 

_tatmacori eve Mmoativetsd byademo: - - 
e cession ® sat rust be saved from 

be 























nd at Soto r the | sinister ui 
; caked at tors ae : the Interior announced the end 
PR claricalist sna its : of hostilities and the suspension of 





military Operations, ‘Thejihad was 
_ Over, for the time being, and al 
as ie! x rem nee ous, 


Khomeini's project of an Islamic. . 

a rwhelming porsonal inf fluencs, is stil! f 

rm Ot gt aby. lran-faces economic cdilabse, 
it Thepe of the non-Porsisn) 

fonare booth 


og gana : 
bacsy and the Gecinn ot of. 
, coting dsarailying 
i towing the foreas oppesed 
for the first t 
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cs ayed took. place i 
weeks and eproad to other cities. 
Revolutionary | guards had to fire 
i Anto the eir to disperse them, . 
In the Caspian Sea ports of 
Bendar-end Euzeli, | di. October 
démonstrators burned the police 
headquarters after, patdars had shot 
at crowds of fisherme! ( 
at a government. mbnop 
fishing rights. Khéineini was forced 
to rescind the government ruling, 
a In Tabriz; : capital of Azetbaiian, 
open conflicts erupted between: 

















ind owners, foudallsts and semi ‘i: 
ndit elements who exploited’and — 
battened on the meagre tesources 
the! land yielded them. On the 
October the. police. chief | ih 
Mehabad was shot. On_ 16th t 
“prime Minister's snecial enyoy vas 
kidnapped. By October 2 ist t 
péshmerca ware:reported as con! 

















ueds of revolutionary 


















- _-olling Mahebsd once again. 2 ti id the lution: 
tne nto : ean | ‘The result of the expulsion of : ie pout an te personal at 
alhali,the lmam's miner oF fore end gore aS Ayatollah Quzi Tabatabai, sent to 


investigate the nefarious doings of 

_ the revolutionary committee and _ 

“the pasderds;criticseathem 
bitterly as” comicting Sete 
like Saveki.”' (Ha was shot [Mav ng. 

the 17a) in Tabriz ) (Le Monde 


and the rupture of govern) nt 

= ‘communication lines, was: 
|. Anflexibte-and infallib'e ! 

___ chenged his mind. Th 

the s font o of Satan’ sud: 



















4 wi 
mm the elites Instuding the 
V MahabedeGut they easily — 
gaining massive support 
opulation including 
ntry, who Gleerlyeow 
ro-ishomelnl 












In Teheran leftist demonstrations 
began to be held'again at the 
University. On 29th October 
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_ of all those. purged from duly 
September. Tudeh (the Ir 
P) andthe Fedaye 
have held rallies 


_yélatively quiescent since the- 
seizure of Pahlavi lands.in February 
__and-March, have begun to organise 
_ peasant committees in southern © 
__ Kurdistan and In Azerbayan. 
| ‘The-burgeoning social and 
political conflict reculted in a. 
major political. crisis among the: 
leading cadres of the Islamic 
Revolution. In:mid-Octobor © 
_ Khomeini’s son, Abmed, exclaimed _ 
that “Ths Imam ‘is totally elone 
today... just ashe wes in Gom in — 
Hae The tmam's sect ‘that he is” 








“‘Khomelni, as the lynehpin of 
the conflicting fections and 
_ ellques within the, cleray. end thelr 
‘profes: 
feeling the slew of the tug of 
war botweér:the 
. The first ict of the faction 
@ largely pansioned — 
‘Government. On 
the ‘Moslem Stud- 




































and took 63 hosteges. On the 6th 

__ the Bazargan Government resigned 

_and,Khomeini handed power 

+ directly to the Revolutionary 

Counelh The,sttdents’ were and ° 
are in ‘Ect, ane Sreenieed 








; of concessions to the 
nfidence, expect: 

















‘Ayatollahs the peasantry, hitherto. : . - 


ae slogans and programme. What 
does this amount to ?: Firstly, 
vigorous anti-lmparialist, antl: 
Aniericen rhetoric, centringen 
the return.of-the Shch: Muchas i 
this -butcher deserves his fate, 


etpfial politicians was obviously 


_ Novem : 
i ane Faliffulito the-tmem Khomeini’, 
_ occupied the United States Embassy _ 






» which were underralning the Islamic 







» Feport the outsroken en comment, 


| pe 
idence. The Times (1.12.79) re- 


‘ports a-villaga headman as saying, 
‘We want industrial eqrichhturd. » 
We want'a dostor in the village. We 


want healzh i incurane> and enother” 
school! 

{mam swunaite the side 
‘adicals’ and. begrrto val 







totelly fustificd as this demend is, 
asia pailtical demand It is merely. 
symbolic,a pulling of the Atnerlean 
vulture’s tall feathers. 

\t Is a civorsion from the al 


: fight against Imperiilism, away 


from the chronic problems that 
face the peasaiits, workers end the 
oppressed nationalities of iran. 
Using the grief and rage felt by 
mitlions of lranfans who lost their” 
children, relatives, friends and 
comrades tn the Anti-Shch struggle, 
the mullahs hope to divert,the 
‘masses from the egents of oppress: . 
ion and exploitation who constit- 
ute the Iranian government and 
ruling clasess. Saycd Hussetn, 
Khomeini's grandson, explained tei” 
this role in cn interview with ‘Le 
Monde’. This peper summed up 


- his position thus, ‘Tha blows of 


American Imperlatiom have pulled 
togather ail the Internal tensions 


se 


ern eel whole. pen 






Ta! 
MERLE T USS ee 
vont which tus c comtrea since the 
Sethcow of the merarony.” 
{Shomeini himset F has edded to 
his support for the hestage taking 


_ certain of the Islamic radicals’ de- 


mends, (49 charged the Incoming 
government with three priority 
tasks, to purcie the administration, 
to essure the welfcre of the must- 


-aziffin (the disinherited — iran’s 
. Smillion unemployed, the poor,” 
~ the peasants etc. ) and to procead” 


to; ‘a nev and prefourd egrartan 
selon: ae : 
pes Tare must: 





Tacy (te Idteral 












2 4elevision that the Kurdish poole 














: illas ofa leftist nga the | cs 
Fedayeen e Khalg and the HKS_ 
(Iranian Socialist Workers Party) 
have! ‘resumed publication, The _ 
_ State newspapers like Ettela‘ates. 
have'carried reports of protests), 
against repression. On Nove: 





hed been wronged and that negot-: 
lations with thelr’ leaders were | proy 
gressing 





eco 
omic ostionallsrh.” This involves 
“repudiation of foreign dabts, att- 
ernpts to break free of the dollar a 
the fans of a ent for Iran's ~ 


: f ew: strong 
*man’ before he lost decisively on. 
the Revolutionary Council over his 
iptomatic concessions-on the _ 
-quastion of the hostages. He felt’ 
obliged to resign:the Forelgn Mi 
istry to his long-time 
Sacegh Ghotbzedah. ne 
Bani Sedr recognises tne danger- 
ous.game-the grouping around: 
+ Belieshtl anch hosnl are | Manley 

L _He noted the-fragmeritati 1 

Arantan: steto;‘the nut fei: 

‘tha docision-malk 

tthe bbe n 























"Of course Ayatollah Behesh- 
ti and the fstamio‘radicals”’ ' 
_ don’t intend to do that. They hope 
that the Imams’ prestige, anti- _, 
impetialist demagogy having’ Heed 
them to carry the profoundly Sin- 
democratic:constitution,on 
December 2nd, will enable thein 
{slamic Republican Party to sweep 
the board in the elections to he 
parliament, end win the Pres: - 
- Idency. Tha constitutlonitself is 
a violent affront to-all dem 
ratic rights. : 
:the notorious section 
re jeydratted ‘by Ayatollab 
feshtl himself, the religious 
guerdisn’ AF Fovelbhcan dismiss 


é nr SUED. On. NEXT PAGE 
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acted President, appoint 
s iels of the judiciary, the. 
ny and the revolutionary 
uard, and the mambers of . 
Zonstitution Protection Goun- 
il (a minority of Whom can veto 
Iby slaw proposed by parliament), 
"Abs not only will Khomeini’s 
sersonal dictatorship be assured 
sut it will be handed down to a - 
uceessor in the Shiite hierarchy. 
Opposition to the constitution 
ies Increased | ce intially the 









solling booths being open. In the - 
furkeman and Baluchi regions 
ne turnout was low, Ih Tabriz, 
sapital of Azerbayan, where the 
duslim Peoples Party limked to _ 
‘he senior Ayatollah Kazem Shan- 
itmedan, condemned the con- 
atitution as “ushering in a dic- 
‘atorship as bad as the Shah's’ 

1 demonstration of 30,000 
orotested the ballot and called for 

1 boycott, The Mujaheddin and the 
*eclayeen organisations Issued a 
iimilar call, 

_ The advocatés of alstamic 
jonapartism, based on mosque- 
jominated plebiscites and dema- 
jogic “‘anti-imperiallsm”, what- 


___ yer their short-term successes, 
7 re motte on a horns of a 





: ‘an 
lo not denote a finished ‘tharac-! 
er to the Iranian revolution. In 
act the major social forces in 
A have still as yet failed to 

ge saciety and politics in 
ee own rimage, Such a situat- 
on poses ever more acutely the 
1eed for a revolutionary work- 
ts party to lead the workers, 
2 iinonty nation- 






SP : 

ral victory has failed to block the, 
doricals in the Islamic Republican. 

‘arty—who, as a result of the second 
ound of elections to the parliament 
wich attendant ballot-rigsing and 
joetcion) have at least 130 out of 
he 170 seals. Bani-Sadrists’ 








_ ations of the working 


_ with the Soviet dlas,’/ 


lave only 41, es dmiral Madani, 










dilemma. tran face: 
crisis of catastroph 
An economic blockec 
imperialism will aggrav: 
an unbearable degree. 


“disinherited’’ urban sub- 
proletariat, the peasants a 
nationalities as well as 


dents (‘islamic’ or otherwise) 


will clash ever more sharply with 
the chaos presided over by the 
Revolutionary Council. = 
The Shia hierarchy and the g 
mullah caste cannot establish a 


= — stable or homogenous block.A 


theocracy imthe last quarter-of 
the twentieth century is a uto- S 
pia =and a black reactionary one - 
at that. 

One option is a ‘left’ course. 
This was voiced most clearly by 
Khomeini’s grandson Sayed Hossein. 
Referring to the anti-imperialist 
“turn” he sald: “It allows.us to 
open a way to a strategic alliance 
between the Iclamic movement, 
the lay organisations and the 
Left as well as a tactical-cilience 








(Le Monde 30.11.79). 
The influential Ayatollah Mon- 


‘ tazeri - the head of the so-called 


Libyan faction advocates an or- 
lentation to the ‘radical’ Araby... 
states. The Tudeh party, shame: 


mann 


ullah's new offensive 


ORKERS POWER Nov 16 


wuina 1980. 


“fhe butcher of Khuzestan refusing 
to take up a premiership which he 


. claimed was “shrouded in ambiguit- 


jes’, Bani Sadr hes to wait the furth- 
er moves of Khomeini and Beheshti. 
The reasons for the curious relat- 
ionship of forces since the overthrow 
of the Shah lies in the manner of 
that very overthrow. ‘he working 
_class playea the decisive rote with a 
general strike which shut off the oil 
flow; paralyzed the administrative 
machine and immobilised transport 


and communications. The left Islam- — 
_ ic and quasi marxist guerilia 


organ- 
isations, and to some extent the __ 
members of the Tudehy precipitated 
and led the armed insurrection that 
cracked the mor eto! the Shah’s 
army and led to-fite arming of the 
masses, But the leadership of the _ 








movement-remained in hands of 
the mullahs around Kh i—a lead- 
_ership that neither the bourgeoisie 
nor the proletariat hi en 
able to dislddge. _ : 
Both the liberal 
clerical wings of 





‘ 





_ class abov= all must be won to an 





less in thelr toeing the Khom: j 

eini line could act as’a ‘go- 

_ between’ should Iran need covert _ 

Soviet assistance faced with an_ : 

“American blockade or punitive : 

military action. : 
Whichever faction within: and _ 

outside the Revolutionary Coun- _ 

“cil wins out, temporarily, before 

_ being ousted in its turn, the 

_ working class and oppressed _ 

" masses have nothing whatsoever 

. to gain from them or their fake 

{ ‘anti-imperialism’. The-working — 


















‘independunt class programme anc 
party which certainly mast relate 
. to the deep antl-imperlalist. 
“aspirations of the wi 
people, to the « 
ations of the nationalities, women 
women, the students and in- 
tellectuals, to the desperate need. 
for land and agricultural mach- 
inery that the peasants express, 
But none of these goals can be 
met without the central leading 
role of the working class, organ: 
ised in workers councils and 
led by a party that canmake 
Iran's “second revolution” a 
proletarian one. : 




















been unacie to: recor titute the 






re-establish stable ties with the Imp- 
erialist powers, The army remains 
disorganised and ‘demoralised’. The 
officer corps has been partially purg- 
ed (30% of its numbers removed). a 
Unemployment stands at nearly 30% 
of the active wage earning populat- 
ion. Industrial production is running 
at only 30% of capacity, Oil output 
is only one third that of the Shah's 
- period. 

Workers have in some sectors foro, 
ed the concession of the 40 hour 
week and attempts by the oil minister 
Ali Akbar Moinfskfand BaniSadr 
to break the Shoras (workers counc- __ 
__ ils) in the oil fields and elsewhere 
~ have failed miserably. In the country- __ 
side the seizure of lands belonzing : 





_ to Tne court curcte, the large pro-Shan © 
“Jandlords and the agribusinesses has = = 


partly alleviated rural distress—a 


_ process aided by food price rises on 


the internal market due to the interr- 
uption of food imports and the ab- 
andonment of price controls, This _ 


_ CONTINUED ON 
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jas tueled the roaring inilation rate, 
increased the misery of the urban. 
poor but temporarily raised the inc- 
ome of the peasantry. 


The bourgeoisie and the big bazaar 


merchants looked first to Bazargan 
and then to Bani Sadr to provide.” 






failed, Why? Basically because they 


have been forced to Share political — 


power with the petit bourgeois bloc 
fdomingte4 By Kh ymeini and the 





artisans and the massive sub-prolet- 
ariat the moustazzifin, They have 
‘been able to dominate the masses © 
and block bourgeois normalisation .__ 


_and economic.reconstruction and 


prevent the proletariat and the pop- © 


ular democratic forces (thenational- 
1) from seizing power 


jties in particula: 
and expropfiating the bourgeoisie. 


But oven theimmenseljrinfluential — 










‘Imam and the sinister Ayatollalt 
Sayyed Mohammed Beheshti hayes ~ 
fot had thins eit own. ‘ 






Much dpithese leiders would like to 
fs 


create a society, dominated politically . 


by the clergy, based on traditional 


rural society and small merchants. 


Stich a society is an impossibility in 
er.0 






_ Nelthet have:they been able to. 
decisively.cnysh the left or the nat- 


jonaftties, This has-not been for lack 


of trying, In July and August of "79 


they attempted to crush the Feday- 


een and the Mujahideen groups, ban- - 


‘ning their papers and meetings and 
turning the pasdaran (revolutionary 
guards) and the lumpen gangs (the 
hezbollahis) loose.to murder and 
intimidate them. This offensive was 
checked and driven back by the el- 
emental resistance of those it was 
aimed at. The Kurdish peshmerga 
‘routed the army and pasdars, The 


revolts in the Caspian ports, in Tabriz 


and the mass demonstrations in 
_ Teheran opened up rifts among the 
' Ayatollahs and forced.a demagogic 
eft turn’ to anti imperialist rhetor- 
-) dc and the re-logalisation of the left 
_groupsand papers, oe 
"This disttray was evidenced in 
massive ebstentions in the referend- 
um on the constitution and in the 
_ collapse of the Islamic Republican 
Party’s candidacy. for the President. 


Yet the mullahs have been able to | 
_ return to the offensive. By tate April 
they felt confident enough to launch 
a massive attack on the Kurds and to 


drive the left from the universities. 
_ On 20th end 21st April Islamic 
_ Hradicals launched an offensive to 
‘reform’ the universities, Perhaps 


some of the so called Islamic student 
‘grolips were sincere in believing that 


the campus could be put ‘at the 


service of the people’. Their utopian 


populist-Islamic ideolo: 
ever. be nommore than 





-Khomelx 


‘strong government’, They have both = as ‘colonized and westernised from 


















fthe twentieth 









_, mesmerising effects of the 








‘denounced the universities’ 


‘the beginning and useless’, as ‘nests. 
of spies and American agents: and 

; Wed the hazbouane (0 clear - 
fy After two auys.or £ { 
nyead to other cities and whic 


5 dgad end hundreds wounded 
the Fedarizn, the: most muranszen 
of the leff groups, ‘were rinally f6rc: 
ed to withdraw when Bani Sadr: + 
ordered‘the pasdeien, to intervene to 
‘restore order’, Khomeini’s ‘Istatnic- 






_jsation’ means the destruction of 


the universities as well as the crush- 
ing of the left{groups-rights to hold 
_meetings and conduct propagenda, 


Simultansatsly a murderous off 


ensive agains the Kurds was launched. 
‘Kurdistan must be comyeuand 
purged ofall the antixegime — 


| elements’ thundered Khomeini. This 
* time it meant mass slaugher directed 





against the unarmed eivilian popul:. 
ation. In the third week of May, -* 


fighting around Sananday left 1,500 . 


Kurds,and 500 government troops - 
dead, Indiscriminate strafing by 
helicppter gunships and phantom ~ 
jetsstrikes turned Saqqez, 4 city of, 
40,000 ‘pedple into a ghost town as. 
the population fled to the mountains, 
Le-Monde (16th May) reports the 


+ appeal of a Kurdis.: fighter ina 


ospital in-Boukan, suffering from 
hortible papel burns, “For the. 






» Joveof because you.ate a for- 
eign journalist you must tell the whole 
world what you have seen and what — 


we are sufferihg--How can Khomeini, 
that!fascist that dares fo speak about 


"God, lefsuch things as these be done. 


Thé truth must be known,in 
and outsidé Iran—everywhere! 
The May Day demonstrations of” 
\ the left were brutally harassed by. the 

{bezbollabis using knives and throw- 
‘ing stones. What can tum the tide 
against this brutal offen: : 
the mobilisation of the 
class—their winning away: 
















Here the tole of a Trotsky 


olutionary party would be crucial. --~ 


The. semi-gueverist, semi Stalinist 
politics of:the Fedayeen—despite the 
marvellous heroism of their fighters— 
js of no use. Whilst the Fedayeen 
have protested against the anti dem- 
ocratic attacks of the clericals, whilst 
they have stood arms in-hand in the. 
front ranks of those defending the 
Kurds, whilst they have defended 
the universities egainst the ‘Islamic’ 


thugs they concenteate their political 
1 fire on the bourgeoisie and Bani Sadr, — 


_ “passing over Khomemi’s role in silence! 


ce. This is to disarm the working <!7 


_ class against its real enemies. Anti- 


_ imperialist thetoric is cheap. and 








led ‘Islamic 
E (Tranings 

Party), spon- 
‘orkers 

i far to 



















unde 


continues: “Contr: 


- or witch-hunt again 


between revolution ang 


( hution’ is the re 


_ for soviets, fectory comm 


public! Down with the bo 


jgious Guardian 0 


the right of the Fedayeen, They fail 

to raise the sighiest ciuicisi Gi Bowe 
-meini. This rank opportunism has | 

borne bitter fruit in the recent str". 

ggles around the universities, show 


g that the HKE cannot even def 
“democratic rights. Supporting 
‘lamic Student Organisations 









sriminal muddleheaded project that © 
“the campuses should be closec 

down and the students sent out t 
work on revolutionary projects”, 
the HKE played into the hands of 
the reactionaries. 






Too late they plea- 
d that “This action (the hezbolk | 


ahi and Bovernment attacks- WP) | - 


st freedom and agai | 






nst freedom of (speechiwas not what 
the ISOs wante ~ the v 
to hell is paved with good intentions. 
© putiat follo 
Trotskyists 
of bankrupt 
- apeous Feday: 

Universities, they are reported (by _ 


eed - the way | 


ws - from so-called 
rrible confession 

. Turning on the cour- 
een, WhO defended the 






Intercontinental Press May §th) 

thus: ‘“The HIKE also pointed out _ 
that by opposing the I 
tions, the leaders 2 the Tudeh 







ergrasnid hit 
The wretched 


ounts, the HIKE say: 
calating anti-comin' 


een or Fedayeen in Ir 
the contrary ‘ve are faced witha 


deepening of the revolutionary pro- 


- cess’. The HKE anditsSWP(US) 


mentors cennot tell the differen 


revolution. Yell that to t By 
tellathat to the families ¢” 4 friends 
ofthe 27 killed, tell that to the 17 
stfitents expelled from a teacher 
talib college in Avak for being 
‘Metuists’. The ‘Istamic cultural rev- 
al tolef reaction, 


_ Phe “measuring rod for a genuine | 
_ Trotskyist party in Iran must be its 


advocacy and defence of working 

class independence from all brands 
of Islamic obscurantism. Its k : 
task is the struggle for a 
secular revolutionary workers party, | 








trade unions free of the : 
‘The mullaits must be diseredityd ant 
driven out of the workers ranks, 

On democratic demands, real Tunt-:* 
skyists must be clear and uncomp- 
romisizg - Down with the regction- 
ary pataohernelia of the Is 








roles.of the Veleyat-e-Kaq) 





Presidency! Down with the Rev 
jonary Council! e = 
Dissolve the fokt 


ted by. corruption, eoercio 


ot tigring. Dissolvs the pasdaran and _ 


arm the workers. #or soll 
cils in every unit, and for the 
of officers, For A united front of 
workers to emaza the hezbollahi 
black hundreds?! 


CELEBS 








CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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SOs occupa- - | 




























zrotskybgts|anust fight tor} 
clei of all the nationalities to setr- 
determination, which is meaningless 
ules it inchides the right to separa 


tion. Focussing all these democra 


depaeads - including equal rights for’ 


women and an end to censorship and 


the Idumic Tribunals - is the demand 


for a sovereign Constituent Assembly, 


elected by universal, equal and sec’. 
ret suffrage. Only the workers, peas 
ants and soldiers councils could con- 
yoke, guard and 

tions. o 


printed and Publt 


supervise such elec: .. 


- sWorkers Power 3 including 


Bi 


POWER containing articles on 


“Communism and women’s 


“Action Programme for women” _ 


_ the workers 
solidate their pu th the mili- 
tary and bourgeois support, or a 
General or Admiral, probably in : 
Islamic guise, will organise a military 

coup that the Imam/or his successor : 
will biess. Time is running out'on 

| the two bedrock alternatives -\full. 

counter-reyolution or working cats 


ons, and con- 


right wing of the Islam: 
Party will smasath 
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